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"PA K Being a True Relation of the I 
up CONVERSION Þ 7 
| OP - _ 
Noble FRENCH LADY; $ 


FROM 
The Errors and Superſtitions of Popery. to 
the reformed Religion; by means of a 
Proteſtant Gardener her Servant. 
| WHEREIN IS SHEWED- » 
Her great and unparalte|Pd=Sutferings' wad 
the account of her faid Converfion's \ $53 
. alſo, her wonderful Deliverance from 10 
Aſfaſſins bired by a Popiſh Prieſt to Mur- 
der her; and of her Fi epdus preſet CE 
tion in a Wood for two Years; allo; bw” 
ſhe was atlaſt providentially: few: nd b& 17 
Huſband, who (together With be 
ferts) was brought” aver by he: Minto 
to the embracing of the e | 
ro WHICH is Ai 
A brief Account of the preſeni” fc vere Benn 
ſecutions of the French Co 2 
4: A. 
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both of Men and Devils; I ſhall not ſtudy. to ad 
my ſtile with Flowers of Rhetorick, but lead mer 1 
Reader by tlie Clue of Truth into the adorthle 4% 
Myſteries of Divine Providence; which are hens 
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French Convert. 


N Writing of the following Relation, whos 
1 injured Innocence and oppreſſed Virtue dees d 
eminently Triumph over all the Rage and Malie 


diſplayed in ſuch a Series of Wonders, as can at-? 
be paraltell'd. As an Introduction to which, Yar 
a little conſider how the Divine Goodneſs 9 
to bring Light out of DarkneG, and makes even” 
the Wicked confound themſelves in their own. de. - 
vices,, that out 7 their evil 5 Soil DA F 1 | 
good to paſs? For as hs Pen el $ 38 
and . falſly vr . A0 de 3d Vancee 2 = 
next to a. Throne, and turned tt 16; haute 6f Fit "A 
accuſing Miſtreſs and treacherous Bretkten 2 
ood, Unt e 
Aan W to preſerve hi ernannt i = 
ouſh . alive, i turned the ME N Bhs { 
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ſriarels into a Bleſſing : So the Miſeries and extra- 
= ordinary Sufferings 2 noble Lady, whoſe ſtory 1 
going to recite, was made aſt of by Divine 
Providence, as a means of the Converſion of her 
Huſband, Parents, and many others, to the true 
ien; which, as ſhe has often ſaid fince, has 
been a very ample and glorious Tecomnences But 
call not anticipate what with more Satisfaction 
Lou will find in the Relation itſelf ; which take as 
follows. | | 3 

In Britany, one of the ſaireft Provinces of Prave, 
Were lately lived Count Alanſon, a perſon of noble 
extraction, and of an eſtate ſvitable to the greatneſs 
ir, and noble qualities that enriched his 
Vos being a lover of military actions, was 

ny perſnaded to ſerve the King in the wars, 
ig an eminent command given him, he 
himſelf with a bravery that gained him the 
eos of his enemies, the love of his friends, 
Snatch honours of his king, who took particular 
eb great performance. But in the inter- 
des or three campaigns, he caſt his eyes 
one Deidamia, a lady of a quality not 
e himſelf in birth, whoſe beauty and vir- 
Ewe equally attractive: To her he made hies 
nd che equality of his birth, and the 
eee of their diſpoſitions, made his conquęſt 
1 Re more caly ; ſo that in a little time they were 
eren married; to their mutual joy and 


— 


- 


- 


= ** 160 + 
2 oY we" * 2 
2 4 - ES 


* p 4 Wadi 
— * —— — 1 4 l 3 2 


_ . 


w 2 


Wo 
— * 
— 4 3 


e So, 
This happy couple having” for. a whole Winter 
enjoyed the blefling of each other's mutual loveand.. 
2 endearing affe&ions, without the leaſt umbrage of .- 3 
© any interpoſing cloud that might give any allay to: 
their happineſs ; at length the (ſpring came on, and 
the armies gathering together, ſummoned Alan/on 8 
from the repoſe he took in the ſoft embraces of his | 
chaſte and loving wife, to the field of war, to a& - 
his part again upon that ſtage of honour, where he 
had already. acquired ſo much reputation. But he 
never ſeemed. ſo unwilling to court fame abroad 
> now, fince he muſt of neceſſity leave behind hi 
the deareft part of himſelf; he had many 
5 plings and combats in his mind, which e 
e divided between love and honour ; he 
to leave his lady, and yet unwilling to havens 
reputation ſullied : And theſe different pallgnnancn 
the mind cauſed ſuch an alteration in his cent 
nance, that it was taken notice of by his Tady, wha 
not knowing the cauſe, was the mote "troubled e 
it; and therefore following him one day inte theme 1 
9 gas,” whither he had retired. to; conſider wire 
= Himſelf what he had beſt to do,” ſhe earngeß 


g . preſſed him to let her know: what Jt was thact 
*. & troubled him; for ſhe had for ſome time, ſhe fard;” 


„ ö 5 | 

obſerved he was diſquieted, but could; nor tel ge ns 

; What; and ſhe was fearful ſhe might, cmough he 2x 

bees it not, be the occaſion of it; *addjug, e 

de jn-a0y thing a wife can Jul 
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= am all obedience. This tender carriage of his 1a 
ed freſh. fuel to the fire of his afflictions, and 


= made: him {till far more unwilling to leave her. 


1 zh wretched Deidamia “ and ſtraitway the 
ell r Her tears did ſo prevail upon the 
oy 


Wherefore caufing her to fit down by him, he 


told her, ſhe was indeed the innocent occaſion of 


na trauble, for her great love and tenderneſs to 
Aim had ſo engaged his heart to her in a reciprocal 
affections, . that he knew not how to think of leav- 
ang. her, though honour loudly called him to the 
Held. His lad „When he talked of leaving her, 
waz hardly:kept from fwooning in his arms, and 
i e forbear ſaying, What! muſt we part 


e bore had now obtained ancentire'vito- 


eee eeed to ſtay at home with Deidamia; 


eee iantreated her to dry up her tears, and 
forted: for he had now come to a reſolu— 
ber to undergo ſome hard cenfares for 
Saying at home, than by going to the camp to 
leave . diſconſolate—Theſe kind 
es of her huſband gave her that ſatisfaction 
which ſoon ſhewed itſelf in a chearful countenance, 
andthe endearing expreſhons ſhe gave the Count 


pathat occaſion, made him conclude they were 


ih bappy in each other's love. | Ns. 
Sutdchold the inconſtancy of worldly happineſs 


and how little-we can promiſe ourſelves of it here! 
rc may indeed both. purpoſe and reſolve, but We 


can t 


13 Sx, 


. commiſhon from t 


and his paths in the great waters, and his footſteps 
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can't ſecure ourſelves from diſappointments : The 
footſteps. of Divine Providence are often hard to 


ttace. Hence it is that we are told by the inſpired 
penman, ** That the ways of God are in the deep, 


are not known.” And we ſee often, Whatever 
pleafing proſpect of felicity we have in view, ſome 
unforeſeen occaſion, or ſudden turn of providence, : 
deſtroys it, and in a moment deprives us of that 
'happineſs which we had promiſed to ourſelxes It 


maay years: and yet theſe changes, to thoſe rs Z 
fear the Lord, are io diſpoſed and ordered hy Gon 
. ior Ly Work ol 
48 together for their good, And thus it els q 


rovidence, that in the end they evident 


inſtance before us: For whilſt Aanſe ans 
damia delighted in each other, and were hemrnans 


in their conjugal affection, an accident WlBRRCY 


put him under a neceflity of going 40 GY 
which was, that a colonels plate Tire regre_g 


of Picardy being vacant, a relation "of Hlamorer 


court out of a too officious kindneſs, put e 
in mind of the good ſervices of Alanjon, and den 
his Majeſty, to beſtow that vacancy pen him =o 

which his Majeſty (being ſenſible; of his fer 

bravery and good ſervice) readily, * copſenited; and 


was done e 


* 


0 # * * 0 
© 4 I a 4 5 0 
11 ». 2 
' - N 


= Cy = 
. \ — : 8 9 
0 R hy 1 N 4 * 2 
N \ g Ty F * P —— te" a. * | 
1 - * * 7 = _ n I 4 . * * * % 2 - 4 8 a 
4 o \ he 1 * % a =O 2 "LE N \ by 
'S. 4 : * I * 
» o 
Ul ; 1 . 
* 8 
= 
< 1 l 


1 
3 
2 


9 
i A a 
# - 


.o officious kin 


p 
=. 
© 
E _ 
[ 7 4 


— 


$ 
4 3 
be 


* 
3 
* 


= too far 


% very well pleaſed, either with the new honour 
his Majeſty had ary him, nor with his kinſman's 
; neſs in procuring it; becauſe it 
Put him under a neceſſity of parting from his lady, 
which gave him a very ſenſible diſpleafure : But 
3 that by his commiſſion he was engaged 
0 


ra retreat, his care was how to make his 
Deidama as eaſy as he could: and therefor? calling 


te take a turn with him in the garden, and 


Seading her into an arbour covered with jeſſamine, 
began to tell her che unwelcome news that 
Ren brought him. My deareſt Deidamia, let 


eeepon not to be troubled at what I am 


SSR to tcl you, but if you will oblige me, 
peeing your reſolution and fortitude of 
er | cannot but own, that our reſolves, 
RR heaps of ſand, are quickly brought to 
ns dhe decrees of heaven, like the foun- 


\f k gations, of the earth are fixed for ever. *Twas in 
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knows my 


bour, my deareſt Deidumia, that I re- 
ey at home with thee, and not return to 
campaign in Flanders : and I appeal to him who 

3 how firmly I intended; but fee 


Fre, how I am forced againſt ary will to break wy 


ioo; (and with that ſhewed her the commiſ- 


the King had ſent him to be colonel of the 
xegiment of Picardy) and now you ſee, my Deida- 
Sz the neceflity-that, lies upon me to leave you for 


have 


ert though our bodies be divided, we will 
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ur have one ſoul and love white providence denies us ⁶⁵⁶ 
's to live together And whilſt | in the field am 
it fighting for my country, you ſhall ſtay here and- nl 
y, © pray for = ſucceſs: And if it pleaſes God that I _ 
ut return, (which I do not doubt at all, for heaven I 
d am ſure will hear your fervent prayer) it will be a 
is |} new addition to my joy, to lay thoſe laurels L fall 
g © win in battle at Deidamia's feet. Poor Deidamia 
d # heard this heavy news with a ſad heart, but aniwers 
„ ed with piety and prudence worthy of herſelf, nar 
t fince what happened was not of his ſeeking, burt 
t what the providence of God had called hi rs 
5 thought it was her duty (though ſhe coulda ns 
do it without teluctance) to acquieſce.in then { 
& difpofal of human actions, and would ena 
„ geile her reſentments, rathet than give ares 1 
 # farther trouble: Aanſon being no leſs pies 
Deidamia's prudence than her kind affe&tion; 
be expreſſed by ſeveral tender things he te 
4 e pplied himſelf to the getting ready of his equipages 3 
in order to his departure; and then ſettling h 
fairs of his family. ordered Antonie bis Shape 1 


7 vo” 
* Kate 
8 , & © 
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who was a friar of the order of St, Francis, wo. yrs 
Ja ſolemn maſs for his ſuceeſs in the field. andthe —_ 
protection of his lady and family in his abſence Re 

WF recommending his deareſt Deidamia to the care ot 

: WW Antomo his chaplain, and Fron»vius his ſteward to 
is hovuſhold, in theſe words: To hr ears, is 
nn ablence, I recommend the ſafety and welke.of 
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3 10 
beloved lady, the moſt virtuous and loving of 


to God and me, 


This and much more, they faithfully promiſed to 


be took his ſol:mn leave of his dear Deidamia, | 
a -preſaging heart was overcome with grief 


Lords, ah, my dear Lord, may heaven 


Sear Dido ic, by. the indulging of. ſuch melan- 


gentle 1412 he took his leave of her, and rid 
; 


i 3s not much to my. purpoſe to tell you, how 
| nel he was received at the head of his command 
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Wives; and char e you, as you expect to anſwer it 

| i An Te obedient to all her commande; K 
Comfort and cheriſh her in her ſolitude, and fee ＋ 
hat. all: my domeſtics pay the like exact reſpects. 


* 
- 
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obſerve. Then giving liberally to each ſervant, 
and having notice that his equipage was ready, and 
ers gentlemen on horſeback waited to accompany b 


tht degree, that ſhe could only ſpeak theſe few 


fears! But my poor heart fore-bodes 
eiu ben long and fatal parting. To 
—— Count replied, do not caſt down thyſelf, Þ 


Rocce; but afſurc yourſelf, I'll haſten my 3 
Sz much as poſſible, and I will ſend to you 
atten as I can. And in the mean time ſhall . 
ros to the protection of the Almighty, the # 
bleſſed ain Mother, and all the holy Saints and 
angels; and ſcaling his affection on her lips with 


ee thinking he bad left an innogent dove N 
the protection or two rayenous vultures. 5 


the Duke of  Luxemburgh, or what brave ex; 
2 | dee 


eie . . 
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Exploits his courage carried him through, ſince nef- 

ad: Ther fame, nor the blick news from Puris have 
fo. Deen wanting to ſpeak his commendation: | there- 


3585 In the thread of this amazing relation, be neceſſary 
to mention ſome 'particulars) and ſhall continue 
ith” the ſorrowful  Deidamia, who after his de- 
arture, ſeemed to have banifhed all comfort from 
Ther breaft ; all that ſhe found was in her devoten 
and prayers to Almighty God, for his protetiaag 
and fafe return, greatly affecting ſolitude; and a 
much as ſhe could, avoiding the viſits of die __ 
Pac, who (as they faid)'caime/to make eff 
o And divert her metancholy, ſhe being We mos 
doth by the e and gemtry for heF ao 
carriage, modeſt behaviour, ſweetneſs OL 
And affability. ef _ >, _— A 
Ins the cool of the day ſhe tuſualttyrmade 
* buſineſs to retire into her garden penſive and 


5 1 it being by the care and diligence of the garde 

4 © kept and ordered hke another paradifc, troreds wars 
h great variety of choice plants and flowers, ad 
4 WM ed with 'plenſant foontains, and ſeveral dehghtary 


| arbours, ſhaded over with intertwining jeſlamime, 
in which ſhe and her abſent Lord had paſſed form 
: al as well as fad hours, and at the rene 

rance of them would fadly Weep, then:pray (ar 


* 


cording to the cuſtom of the ay 


ing to ſaints) to the tutelary fainté for n 
; _ N . 1 5 5 1 tection g | 
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ion: And fo drying up her tears would walk t 
_ttence' again, taking but little reſt in any place: 


CY 


4 
Bot one time paſſing by a bed of tulips, ſhe eſpied 
nber gardener (for ſo he was called) buſy -4 
—_— watering them, and erecting ſuch as declined 
their-drooping heads, occaſioned by the heat of the #' 
fun's too ſcorching beams; ſhe had often in this 
man obſerved a harmleſs native innocence, accom- 
pamed with acute ingenuity ; (and indeed à gar- WP 
gener who underſtands his buſineſs. as he-ought to MP 
= muſt be an fngenious man) and therefore Al 
ene might adminiſter to her ſome advantage 
Rod diſcourie with him in what related to the 
ee of gardening, thinking it no under- 9 
valuing, though he was her menial ſervant, fince 3 
een read, That “ Kings, Prinees, and 
12 eee and wife men e e become 
epa tion: That Alam, when governor of 
ad, was employed in it by GOD him- 
—_—_ ſq that coming 9015 to him, whilſt his hands 
eed at his work; the man by his ear, (his 
being towards her) being informed bf ſome- 
approach, ſuddenly flarted up, and ſeeing * 
beautiful lady near him, was a little ſurprized, 
aid have retired to give her the more ſree- 
i her walks, but ſhe prevented him by ſay- 
= Bernard, Pray do not let me hinder you in 
gour-bulineſs'; I come on purpole to obſerve your, 


ent mn gardening ; I fee you mind it 55 7 


ralk st diligence, though your lord is abſent. Madam 
. he) I beg your ladyſhip's pardon, in that I 2 
El 


Ned ell you, I am no eye ſervant, as well knowing ! vj 
uſy Puſt give an account to God, as well as to man, if 42 
ned E neg) gent in what I promiſe to perform, and am 9 
the truſted with.” Deidamia ftood ſurprized at the * 2 


„ in's plain, but ingenvous reply; and chan ing 
ms | dhe what the allow of her o' (courſe, aſked im 
W vers queſtions about the “ virtues, natures quali- 
to ies, and production of flowers and plants, &.“ in = 
re All which he ſatisfied her to her admiration ; by 
ge Which ſhe perceived him . better learned in the 
he ſteries of nature, than ſhe expected frꝶ＋m 
r- his profeſſion.“ And to be brief, ne 
id ſuch innocent converſation with him, whe 
d A y time ſhe found him buſy in the garden, Dern 5 
ze Ruch delighted to hear him difcourſe he nee A 
f If the wiſdom and goodneſs of God mig 

earned from the works of creation; for h hagm_—_— 
s WFecular faculty of ſpiritualizing his cm pong „ 

nd making his buſineſs ſerve, like Tarn, adders gl 
$0:carry him from earth to heaven. Which Ong 
mes cauſed her to reflect, that this man" was ſome - _ 
4 ng more than he appeared to be, (tw hie in- 
Weed ſhe was not much miſtaken) ſo that etitertain- 


ar- 


good opinion of him, /ſhe:ordered Mis aging 
be changed for a better; and his;7coarſe -and' 
. ely commons to be enlarged, abode what was 
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* bound himſelf very much miſtaken, as the ſe- 


if ; ſo mat they are without excule,. becauſe. 
that when they know: God; they - glorified him not 
| 1 1 ] 57 | "WS A | as 


pet he flattered: himſelf with hopes of obtain- 


| an | 
But now, Amonio the chaplain, however he had 
appeared! like a ſaint to his maſter, began to ſhew 
bine a devil to his miſtreſs, and too. plainly 3. 
ſhewed his cloven foot; for tho? above fifty years 
of age, he had for ſome time harboured luſtful de- 
fires towards the fair and beautiful Deidamia, that 
he was now reloled to attempt her chaſtity. And. 3 
tho” her virtue and her ſpotleſs, chaſtity. might verx 
well have kept him from purſuing; his uncſean de- 


mg cad; by. corrupting the judgment: in which L 


*%; cgeclare. For the divine goodneſs. had a 
635 do do for Deidamia: who being altoge- 
. of what this wretch deſigned againſt 
0 Saoar, frequented, her beloved garden as ſhe. 1 
N ce; and one evening hearing the gardener 
1 lonely arbour, where he thought him- 
eker he had induftriouſly, concealed. his 


——_—protcftant from any of the family) her cu- 
met hear him, made her draw nigh ſo ſoftly: * 
could not hear hen: he was then reading, 
chapter of the epi ſtie to the Romans, from 
eee the end of the 23d verſe, vin. For 
eiiie chings of him from the creation of the 
world are clearly: n the 1 
"things chat are made, even is eternal power ank 


a 5 
* 


Irn bs a God, neither a Sankful bat became vain 
2 their imaginations, and their fooliſh hearts were 
2 darktned ; Pen themſelves to be wiſe they: 
d 7 Kecame fools, and c anged the glory of the uncor-" 
Moll Fptible God, into an image like to corruptible 
Ind ag, and to birds, and fourtooted beaſts, and creepꝓm 


g things.” 

Having thus far proceeded, he pauſed, and with 
yes lifted up to heaven, gave glory unto God, that 
e had preſerved him blameleſs from theſe offences 


„ PRurepe. © O Lord, continued he 1 humbly beleeels 


0 ame's ſake, and for the ſake of a good conſcience,” 
*© never let me depart from the ways of thy mult? 


l. Mo change thy incorruptible glory into; anImnagert 

is made like corruptible man:“ and when he M 

%a this, tears ſtood in his eyes, and his words were == 
Z1ucceeded by ſighs, EX: 1 1 

Dieidamia, who had all this while attentiyely x MJ 

4 Atened, found ſomething in. her mind that ge 

_ uddeh uneaſy alteration, and thought to have gene 


. þþ way undiſcovered ; but then again, her zeal for the 


g i Lemiſb religion, which ſhe th hit be Rad re- 
A roached by deteſting image-wor ip, .cartied her | 


N . let he perſiſting further, until diſcveredby.other, 
be ruin himſelf; tho!” her goodnels and gentle! 
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ſe 1 gainſt his divine majeſty, which thro' ignorance; .Y 
|} ſuperſtition had overſpread the greateft'part oF 


it hee, as [ have already ſuffered perſecution forghwr 


Flo far 2s ſhe reſdlyed to give bim & arg „„ 
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eiiie was not for e him any injury by re- 
, but never was man more ſurprized than 
eben he ſaw her, whom at that time of Y 
TY he little fuſpectzd, as not being ufual ; yet re- 
4 eig his ſcattered ſenſes, he aroſe from his ſeat, % 
RAR witalcndeavoured to hide his bible under his , 
coat, thinking ſhe had been newly come, and might 
neither have heard him read, nor ſten his bible; 
but ſhe in a frowning manner, contrary to the 
ed ſweetneſs of her temper, commanded him %; 
ier it to her, that the flames might conceal * 
we fault; and told him, ſhe would not for that 
me diſcover his being converſant with a book ſo 
eee the church prohibited to the laity ; for 
esc) it is enough that we believe as the 
re belicyes, without farther diſpute, or puzzle- 
es with thoſe ſcruples and niceties which 2 
i, we may make a falſe confteuttion 
Sand wreſt even thoſe bx welds that are the 
Rot our faith, to our own damnation. 
Els ſmart. diſcourſe, and the frowns in the ſai 
1 Sema countenance did not in this caſe ſo much 
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eas in another of leſs concern it might i 
have done, but with ſome aflurance, he reply'd, MK 
| =. Madam !, T little thought cf. being ſurprized by you at. 
n, but ſince I am, I cannot grant what you; 
demand 3 rather" you may command my body te the flames, 
willing martyr I will ſooner go, than betray the. 


N o, 12 delivering up his holy word to be con- 


* 


a 1 — — * 


his E known tongue, I readily grant it; but, O moſt virtuous 
ht hay, you little know their policy in that; it is not that they 
© 5 rar or care what miſcunſtructions men make of it; but hen 


their worldly interęſt, plainly diſcovering their errors aug 
al &Y tdolatries, He would have proceeded, but the 


or what is worſe, a Heretick: I took you to be Wi 


k A 


- he other day. Truly, madam, replied he, as JW 


h 
l n his mercy hitherto continued them td me; and for 


* 


1 aw and the prophets,” Upon this, Deidamid, who 
Py nature was all goodneſs, gentleneſs, and affable= 


gen ſhe profeſſed, made 
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med, in which are 7 things niceſſary to ſalbu- 
Won : and it would be in me ant apparent contempt of that 
of Selvation, ſhould I voluntarily, or through fear, caſt 8 
re- Thom me. As to your ſaying, matlam, that the chu has 
at, Pobibited the laity the uſe of this ſacred book, pe =] 
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1 auſe it is like arrows in the hand of a giant, {treng againſt. 


heat of zeal prompted her haftily to interrupt hi 
A ins, ſurely Bernard, you are diſtracted or elies* 


© ind more reaſonable,” when I difcourſed ' with your 
being in my right ſenſes, "I bleſs almizhty God, be hat” 


being a Heretick, pardon me; if St. Paul anſvers. 
er me, when he was accuſed before Felix, ſayin 
© <* But this I confeſs unto thee, after the Way which”. 8 
they call hereſy, to worſhip I the Ged of my fas 
hers, beheving all things which are written in the 


. els, began to moderate her anger, and to;confider 
We little what he had aid; yet her zeal for the reli. 
| her mildly che hints 
had lay before him the danger he was in, if þis'0s 


"2 A \ 


i * * 
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. pinion was diſcovered; bidding him be cautious and | 


one in whathe did; though, for her part, he need 


but ſhe would lock up what ſhe had diſco- 
, in her breaſt, and it would paſs no farther ; * 


o departing, left him in ſome confuſion. 


Dima, retiring to her chamber, began to con- 


aer what had paſſed, and remembered ſhe had of- 


| | ten. wept in her tender years, when ſhe heard the 


ernelties the Roman Catholicis uſed towards the Hugo - 
mots or Proteſtants in France; and diſapproving of their 
perſecuting ſpirit, as not of God; whoſe chiefeſt 


ibute is mercy, tender compaſſion, and forgiveneſs ; 


on the contrary, ſhe found thoſe who made 


een fo-much their. boaſt, ſo very cruel, that, far 5 


mom the inftance of our Saviour's refuſing to call 
mane from heaven to conſume thoſe that had inju- 
moulyand deſpitefully uſed him, they made their 
whip and devotions a ſnare, to bring thoſe. 

cr ther cruel handlings, who had in no wiſe of- 
aged them, but in being ſeparated from them, and 
morn according to the diftates of their conſcience. 
She had likewiſe obſerved the harmleſſneſs and in- 
wanner of living in the perſecuted, and of- 
ee ſome diſlike of the looſeneſs and unchriſ- 
gan praGtices of the perſecutors; ſo that although 


the had a good opinion of the Romiſh Religion, as hav- 


me been brought up in it from her infancy, yet had 
eee many of the profeſſors of it, who ap- 


nay derogated from the ways of virtue, aud 
m— to encourage vice. _ This 
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This wrought ſome tabourin gs in her mind, thro” 8 
aud che gracious operation of the holy ſpirit; sud in hes? | 
Sed night- thoughts, more ſeriouſly reffecting mange, 
ſeo- Things, and particularly on the gardener s Spree wo 
er; ſion out of St. Paul's words to Felix the governor, 

x inferring from thence, that it muſt be the ſinceriſß 
on- cot the heart towards God, more than the ſnew ee 


4 
4 


of- Is outward name, or profeſſion of any religion, that: A 
the If renders the perſon acceptable in his fight, In the TY 
g- | - : p . .withi h f lf.” „ | 
ei midſtof thele cogitations and debates-within hertelt,- 3 


| Z ſhe found ſomething (as *twere by an over-ruling* 
ct power) ſtrongly mov'd her to a deſire of farthew ll 
>. 1 E Bernard, about the fundamentalg 
de of his religon ; which, by the Popih/Priefts, as welt 
ar. in their pulpits, as private-converſation; had been 
repreſented ſo odious, dammable; ard to be deteRed 
he morning no ſooner ſummon'd the gardenertar ol 
i viſit his flowers and plants, and perform his uf 
e taſk in watering and ordering them, but Deidamay = 
„who had taken little -reſt that night, aroſe ant 1 
& having performed her oriſon, and then refſtec 
'* #3 herſelf with a moderate refection, took an oppor 
tunity between that and dinner-time to enter tara 
--: ſen privately, at à door that opened into it from 
her apartment; and to ſkreen the better Wat he 

* * intended, from prying eyes, took givers; turns - 

and gathered poſies and flowers; and/flien fanning 
WT herſelf, as if the heat offended G ili 
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s the before - mentioned arbour, and again 
he gardener in his meditations : the man 
wazngtrunder any conſternation at her coming, but 


mag and bowing low, would have departed, out 


good manners, to give her the ſole freedom of 


pleaſant bower : but ſhe laid her commands on 


"x 
1 
= 


m to ſtay, ſaying, ſhe had confidered of his for- 
mer diſcourſe. and had made it her bufincls to find 
Him out, that he might give her ſome better rgaſon 
for the opinion he held, than yet he had done? 
His modeſty, and the bur Hie thoughts he . 


8 geived of bimſelf, would ſcarce give him leave to 


down, though ſhe often commanded him ſo to 


do; but atlaſt he complied, and then ſhe aſked him, 


upon what ground and foundation the baſis of his 


on was fixed, | 
It is founded on the ſcriptures of the Old 


BE New Te/tament, which were written by men in- 


eie Holy Ghoſt, and given for our inftruc- 
tion 9x learning ; it is only tue word of God that 
enrwarrant the truth of any profeſſion in religious 
matters; and that we Prote/tants.(thro' God's aſſiſt- 


labour to conform and live up to. 


mia, Aye, but you may be miſtaken in- the 
miinterpreting the ſcriptures, and fall into groſs 
sou church charges you; and therefore 
a forbid the laity of our communion to 
meddle with them, left, like weapons put into the 


bands of idiots, or madmen, they injure themfelves 
aomers thereby, Sardun. 
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E R x; 
Gard, Ah! lady, ſhall I be free, and deal plain!y- 


with you in this point? 
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can ſay in anſwer to it. 


Deid. With all my heart; let me hear what you 


Gard. All ſcriptures are given for our learning, # 


God is willing we ſhould know his revealed willy 


-7 thatwe may be the better enabled to perform it. St. 
Paul commends the Bereans, and calls them Noble, 


becauſe they ſearched the ſcriptures, to ſee whether 


1 the things they heard were ſo or no; and we have 
many commands for this; as, ſeek 4 
book of the Lord, and read, 1/aiah 34. 16. They. 


were more noble, in that they ſearched the rip 


tures daily, As 17. 11. Let the word of God dwelt” I 
richly in you Col. 3. 16. From a child thou haſt 
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known the ſcriptures, 2 Tim. 3. 15. 1 ake the fward*? 2 
of the ſpirit, which is the word of God, Eph. 6 %% 


_ 


and many other that | might mention, which are 
be found in the ſcriptures ; ant] this not commanded 
to ſome, but to a!l that ſeek ſalvation. 72 


gerous to ſouls, it ought to be reſ trained.“ 


Gard. It is indeed angerous io break God's 0 N 


mandments, and to te ichimen ſo te do, and to maße 


the word of God of noge effect by human wan 
We know the woes Ci; pronounced” gain 
Phariſees for theſe things.. 

Did. Why, who ave guilty "of this 5. 1 
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ye out of the 
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* Dead, © Certainly, if our church bad ſeen this” 3 | 
fit, they would not have denied it; but beisg das? 
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ech of Nome, the holy Catholick church, as it 
in many ages been ſtiled, is not ſurely ſpotted 
Ez with ſuch crimes.“. * us 
=—=— Gard. 1 wiſh I could ſay it was not, but it deeply 
= 2s guilty, as in many other particulars, ſo moſt emi- 
rently in this, that it profeſſes, no man is obliged 
to receive the ſcriptures as the word, of God, or to 
teheve any of it, but from the teſtimony- of your 
=church ; and to awe men 4o ſuch: a belicf, threats 
of damnation are uſed, as well as the magiſtrates 
eas, and cruel toxments by inguiſitions; and, in- 
ii is not done without ground: this is done to 
| iger prying into their groſs idolatries, errors, and 
io, derogatory to the ſcriptures, and ex- 
preſs command of God. 

Se you are beſides yourſelf : nor can 
| pere this 5 but being fallen from the church, 
deo in.prejudice and ſpite, to lay a ſtain 
pon its virgin innocence.” | 
es; it is apparent from the word of God, 
1 e from reaſon itſelf, in thoſe that will con- 
dead are not blinded with ignorance, which 
aur church, in her ſenſe, truly fliles the mother of 
= Aevotion. ID. e 
J Des any fuch thing be in a church that 
eee And to prove that it is fo, it is ſaid to 


Soil upon St. Perc; he is the rock ſpoken of, 
— rock doth, together with St. Peter, include 
d the church built on this rock 


4. : 
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- united 
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Tunited to, and built upon de Papi) is infallible; 


it N For it is ſaid,” the gates of hell ſhall not prevail again is,. 
ted IF Gard. Pardon me, Arm if I ſay, there 15 no 22 


Freement among the churchmen about this infallible 


ly 4 fl udge ; ſome will have it the Pope, ſome a General 
1- FConncil, and others both; none of your writers have 
ed yet concluded on it. However, theſe words are 
to Miperverted; for it is more probable, that not St Pe- 
ur ter's Perſon, but his dofrine or confeſſion concerning 


ts 
es Scripture is the beſt interpreter : it is not Peter, but 
Fbriſt is the foundation of the church, as here in 
Bible you may ſee, by the 28th'chapter and 16th verſe. 
d pf I/aiah, compared with 1 Pet, 2: 6, 7, 8. which 
Jou may pleaſe to read, [which ſhe did.] It is 
moreover expreſly ſaid, 1 Cor. 3 11. Other foundas» 
tion can no man lay, than that is laid, Which is , 
1 ſus Chriſt, And this is the more conſiderable, becauſe 
he ſpeaks againſt thofe that made the ape tobe the al 
foundations, faying, I am of Paul, another of {pa Rl 
los, or Cephas ; and if this is ſpoke of Peter, no more: 
is faid of him here, than is ſpoke of all the prophets 
and apoſtles, Zphe/. 2. 20. Ve are built pen the 3 
oundation of the apoſtles and prophets,-. EG 
= Deid. Well, J am not much learned in this my ll 
cry; but, pray, what as erroneous can 300 4. 3 
in our worſhip, or any other thing che church holds; 
as 3 neceſſary ? 22 | 


Chriſt, 1. e. the rack upon which the church is built, 


1 


© Gard, The paying divine adoration t6 angels and 


-f 
1 


9 - #24 << 
* * — r nn p fi =, 
1 $ * : _ wy EL 1 1h k as 7 
. . Sar — 0 ah RT” 
endl the til \6. e 1 a 
ng” * 2 1 1 M - of 6 will 4 
y . a a il = 


e, expreſly contrary to God's commands, and 


— a> HY 


6 24 


Gerogatory to his honour, who alone ought to be 
worſhipped in heaven and earth; and to worſhip any 
other, either ſaint or angel, or any creature, is ido- 1 
latry, and a breach of the ſecond commandment. 4 
Deid. Nay, not too haftily ; we. do not worſhip i 
the angels and ſaints as God, with the higheſt wor- - 
thip, Which is only proper to God; but with an in- 
ferior kind of religious worſhip, that they may pre- 
ſent our ſupplications to him. * 
— Gard. There is no lnterceffor or mediator but 
Chriſt Feſus, who is appointed to perform that 
lee; if any man wants wiſdom, let him alk of 
tod, ane 1. 5. Neither of Saixzs nor Auges. 
zome to me, faith our Saviaur, and 1 will in no 
=wile caſt you out. This free invitation ſhews us, 
ode was to receive our petitions, and preſent i 
them-to his father. There is alſo image-worthip 
SÞSrought cunningly by prieſts to gain worldly. ad- 
vantage ; and pretended miracles, to draw the ig- 
ant to pay the deyotion more ac one place than 
at another, impoſed on the ignorant for lucre's ſake. | 
Feould fay much more, but I fear to offend you. 
Did. No, you do not: but let us come nearer 
ko the main controverſy, What think you of tran- 
abfantiatian ? Is not Cbriſt corporally preſent in 
the ſacraments ? i 327 
Gard It is a miſrepreſentation®f our ſaviour's 
words, for if he had ſo meant, 2s the church of 


— 


and teme holds, it, a ee. the bread, he muſt i 
o be have held himſelf in his own hands, and eat himſelf,” 
ANY et fill fat whole and entire at the table ;- his 
ido- hole body muſt be in the mouth of every commu» * 
. Mication at once, and that body in millians of 2-46 
hip es at one time broken and unbroken, and be ub- 
oro et to putrefaHtion ; and therefore the words, Thts 
1. my Body, do intend, This dath fignify my Body: and 
pre ſnpon the ſame account our ſaviour is called a Door, a 
Nock, a Vine: yet none can be ſo void of under» 
but Manding, to believe he was turned into any of theſe, 
hat And therefore, when he broke the bread, and gave 


of he cup, he did it only, that when Chriſtian congre» 


eg. tions were met on ſolemn occaſions to celebrate 
no is worthip, they ſhould do it in remembrance of = 
us, Rim, 'till his coming in glory at the laſt day, as 


1 5 . . . . 
-nt the immediate words explain, and it is abfard to 


ip believe, that the Prięſt's uttering a few word geen 
a wafer, can make it a God, or that body offered 
8 on the croſs ? _ 
2 8, 2-4. Vou amaze me: but ptay, what do ou-' "ix 
e. hold about Purgatory s is there uch a place, Where 
Souls are to endure their purgations after death, that 
es not immediately to heaven, and by maſſes and 
prayer may be releaſed ſooner or later,” RR 23 
d. It is a tradition lately brought in and Wh 
hach brought much Increaſe. of Wealth to e 
Church. The Word of God allows only" Heaven 1 
for choſe who ſhall be made xeſle'g f e 55 
PR 1} 2 . n 5 6 
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Hell for thoſe whoſe 05 eure him to caſt 7 
them Hown"to thoſe diſmal regions of ſorrow, and 
— oc : no prayers after death being avail- 
3 A ©, 4 * "OT 
Did. Theſe Notions are as new as ſtrange to 8 
me; have you any authentick proof of this?“ bh, 
Card. Yes, the revealed word of God is ſacred 
* beyond all denial; “„the rich man in hell 
N up his eyes, being in torment, Luke 16. 23. 
= They ſhallfit down with Abraham, 1/aac, and Jacob, 
iz the kingdom of heaven, but the other ſhall be 
into utter darkneſs, where ſhall be weeping and 
| 3 of teeth, Mat, 28. 12. He that believeth 
hel be ſaved, and he that believeth not ſhall be 
_— damned, Mar. 26. 16.” Here is no ſuch thin as 
1 n to be found; it is only the blood of 
1 i/ that purgeth us from our fins; and from all 
e of fleth and ſpirit, to preſent our ſouls 
ad unſpotted to his father: by this I un- 
—ocrmtand thoſe that die in the Lord need not our 
prayers, and thoſe that die in their ſins no prayers 
VH for in the grave there is no repentance z- 
tie tree falls, fo it moſt lie: wherher it falls 
| towards the north, or towards the fouth, where it 
tall there it muſt lie.“ There are only two ex- 
Teams, north and ſouth, no middle way, or purgatory 
eie fall in. And as death leaves us, fo judgment 
will aſfuredly find us. 
He would have proceeded, but ſhe ſtopt him, 
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fi Ying, pray how long have 50 been of this opi⸗- 1 
ion | x 
= Gard. Ever fince God was pleaſed to enlighten 
ee with his grace, to be attentive to his holy word, 
Ind to be guided by it. 1 
= Deid. Was you ever then of the church of Rome £ 
== Gard. In my younger years I was, but through g 
ercy, being made ſenſible by the ſcriptures of ths 
Porruptions and errors of that church, by the aſſiſt- 
Ice of worthy divines, I hope with St. Paul, 
oching ſhall be able to ſeparate me from the love 
God, which is in Chriſt Feſus. I will not offend 
our ladyſhip's chaſte cars with the hiſtory of the 
Pebaucheries and wicked lives of divers Popes, and 
Voſt of the Clergy; but will pray to heaven to de- 
end you from either luſt or revenge. And ſines 
Wave by a free confeſſion put my life in your hands”: 
humbly ſubmit it to your goodneſs, tow. "REF 
= Here again ſhe interrupted him, and demanded,” 
hy the religion he profeſſed was called the Free 
ant Religion * | {x 
| To which he replied, as for being ſo call'd it is 9 
iſtinguiſh it from that of the Remilh.; it came 
om ſeveral princes and cities in Germany, who up- 
n the preachings of good men, and their exemplary - 
es, proteſted againſt the uſurpations of the Remy 
oc, and its errors, That it was no new do@trine, 
_t the truth of Primitive Chri/tiamzy,  confelled,” 
ned, and purged from the corruptions of Popery, 
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eis thc rcycalcd will of God for ite guide, 
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[> At this Deidamia pauſed a while; and then tak- 
—ang his Bib, looked over the ſacred proofs he had 
Earned down in order; and her Colour went and 
game o, that he eafily perceived her Mind was 


Kbouring under, ſome difficulties; and ſo giving | 


it = again, ſhe went away without ſpeaking one 
word. 3 

Tbis ſomewhat perplexed the Gardener, as fear- 
ing ſhe was diſpleaſed with what he had ſaid g but 
her ſending for him privately to her chamber the 
next morning, under the notion of bringing her 


me choice flowers, baniſhed all fear in him, when 


they two being only left together, ſhe gently led 
im into ps Foy and ſhutting the door, to be 
more private. ſaid, Bernard, (fetching a deep figh) 
your yeRterday*s diſcourſe has much broken my ſaſt 


ee; k have been meditating on it, and I 


and abundance of teaſdn in what you lay ; you 
have, as St, Paul (ajd in another * al moſt * 
we to be of your perſwafion, I wil to 
god, moſt virtuous Lady, replied he, I might be 
ile inſtrument in God's hand, to do any 
ng that may redound to his glory, and the good 
ere of your” precious and immortal soul, 
digg yorr temporal quiet and peace, 
eino to any danger; tho? for a crown 
ks and lat all-earthly things are to he 
Sed; and the boy Apoſtle accounts all this 
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world's good but as drofs and dung, in compar) 8 
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enjoying Chri/? 3 wa, aid me, chis is 


„ ee , God enables me! with his aeg 
4 3 through his mercy, to attain it. 
1d ae indeed, continued ſhe, to my great grief, ob- 


Fred the looſe and profznc manner of living of 
hoſe that profeſs our religion ; alledging, that 
onfeſſion, with abſolution, and ſome other works, 
in purge them from their fins, and gain them that 

-- S'cfcdneſsin the end, whichIcould-never heartily be- 

eve they would obtain by them: Andfince I have 

Pore ſeriouſly conſidered God's word expreſly to 

hc contray, I cannot believe that any thing but 

cere and unfeigned Repentance in the courle of: 
unſpotted life can a 7 (tbrough the Merits: 
my only thoſe endleſs glories and tranſcends.” 
=: blefſings that God hath promiſed to 2 Mor- 

-, 085 She would have proceeded, but the: 
Walling Tears ſtopt her Utterance, and Bernard hads =: 
Wn inward Rejoicing to ſee her brought to this Bal 

hereupon he comforted her with good A 

ad the cordials of God's mercies and promiſes. In 

rief, he had made her fenfible of the errors R—_—_ 
d been brought up in, and then opened; from 

Point to Point, the cheat of pretended” Miracles: - 4 

pndRelicks, the impoſing on people. with pardon amid: 


* 


gp dulgencc to get money, the ,whoredoms; W, 
ers, and inceſts of many . popes; © cardinals, 

prelates of the Romiſh church pthenVhreaſonable—_ 
in prohibiting prieſts marriage, which is = 
<A 9 5 mediateix 


SY 


* 
=. 


WARM. oo 
eee appointed by God, and the allow in 

by canons and decrees the embraces of con- 
ies, or to commit adultery, expreſly contraty 
ies compwand of the almighty, foraſmuch as he 
= tas exprefly ſaid, thoſe that do thefe things ſhall got 
eternal Life.- He would have proceeded, 
bearing the ſound of feet coming up ftairs, ſhe 
_— hatened him down a back way, with ſo much pre- 
_— _cpitation; that he left his Bible behind him, which 
ihe luckily ſeeing, locked up in a ſcrutore. 

Y 1 bave told you before; That father Antonio the 
ee, forgetting his Function, duty, and diftance, | 
gave way to hts unruly and lawleſs paſſion, and was 
men plundering up ſtairs to find her in private, hav- 
ing al moſt Auſferel himfelf with wine, on purpoſe 
ener tobe more confident in his wicked gehen, to 

ory of his nauſeous love, or rather 
he were reproved, he might have 
er eseuſe for: his impertinency, and lay 
do) the blame of therr folly on that 
1 an aggravation of their crime 
en: and fo ſurpriſed however he 
mc that putting his noſe over the upper-ſtep, 
eee poſted out at the private door, 
_— Tn ghmpſc of che back-parts-of his garments, 
= as it l appeared ; but at that time took no 
rde thing. Deidamia ſeeing Antonio 
eee ia very pleaſant humour, de- 


> keg i 
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Paaded with a Ws.” 1 what Occaſom 
Wrought him thither to diſturb her retirement?! ñ 
Ah! (ſaid the impudent prieſt, he could et 
ng keep down his boiling pation] «your too far ! 
yes, ſweet lady, like load-ſtones have drawn "me - 
you; that beauteous tempting face of yours has il 
Made me forget myſelf, with my duty to my lord, K 
Ind the truſt he repoſed in me.” Why certainly, 
Bid Deidamia. (calling in patience to bridle in her 
Waſſion) you are beſide yourſelf, Antonio. — 
WV hat mean you by this kind of diſcourſe ? „Hf 
Wn befide. myſelf (replied. he. almoſt crying) vo 
Wir ſelf is the cauſe of it whoſe beauty, like arrows, 
ve wounded my heart, and fickened my bras; 
wiſh I had never ſeen ſuch an amiableneſs. in x RX 
Mankind ; but fince I have been ſo unfortunate as” a 
de your fettered captive,. take fome compaſhon”. 
a me, andeaſe my ſufferings,” What ſufferings #*! 
Wplicd Deidamia, frowning, or what can be the * 
nſe of all this-looſe ſtuff T why then, replied he,” 
lo be ſerious; in plain terms, I love you and 
* ſo paſſionately, that unleſs you condeſcend to * 
Wake me ſuirable returns, I ſhall have no peace nor 
pet; but muſt be miferable and wretched eter» 
Wy.” Then ſaid ſhe, be you ſo-: what have you 
WE of any looſe miſbecoming behaviour in me, © 
Lou ſhould dare to ſpeak thus ro mg Things 
e I hander-bolt, ſtruck him mute m e 


her brows, and growing alittle calmer,..the 
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"me, come, come, 5 1 took you for ano- 
Wer mas; you profeſs ſanctity, and oniſh others 
t0Tead 2 holy lite; is this pretenſion then real, or 

is it — Pigned, to try my virtue? 7 profeft, faid 

he, ea op both his bands, it is real and, I can- 
nor help 36, Why, faid ſhe, would you conimit ſo 

"greats wickedhefs, if you might, and make your- 
elf guiity of x Erime ſo henious'? Ah! lady repli- 

<d he, if that be all, I can abfolve you by the 

power given me by the fee of Rome: content; and let 
dee enjoy vou, your penance ſhall be always eaſy; 
u get a diſpenfation for your marriage vows from 
M the Popes with pardon, 1ndulgences, or any thing, 
spat, and thoſe that are to come: nay, i 
ring, ſo 1 do not fall under your diſpleaſure 

1 oe alone for the reſt, and l 

his inſolence fo much diſpleaſed the virtuous 


* 
. 


| | = lady, that ſhe could hear no more nor bear it any 
14 | but commanded him out of her preſence: 
dor be rid of him, till the threatened to 


1 ie reſt of her fervants. Wereupon he went 
eig away and for two days after, as much 
6 as poſhble he could, be ſhunned coming into her 
e which much pleaſed her; for ſhe could 
| mort behold bim, but with horror and deteſtation. 

eempt however, in one ſenſe (through the 


. iliag providence and goodneſs of God, who 
x wondrfur ihcounſel, and excellent in working, 
dhe greateſt wickedneſs of his creatures 
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thers 
„ or 

faid 
can 
lit ſo 


Our- 
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dvantage; for ſhe believe 


( 33 5 


Ino- 15 erve the purpoſe. of his own pier ) worked. to her 
A 


| ls \ 


true which he: | 
.— 


Sr dener had told her, about the wicked gehste 
i ves of the Romi/h clergy, fince this villas ies 
ad not ſcrupled io prefer the Pepe”'s pardon e 


ess than adultery, and that before it was commirteds 


y which means or encouragement, the plain 
Wt muſt conſequently be that they frequently teu 


Wed caſy and ignorant people to the commiſhon'er 


nany fins : therefore ſhe reſolved toleave theſe blind 


the uſual times of either; and h 


Pnfcrences with the garde ner, w 
rs) for bre vity's ſake I muſt of neceſſity pals over RR 
She found in herſelf a ſtrange aver/ion tothe re: tore 


; 
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+ ſhe had been brought up in; 


i uides, and take the word of God for her lender” 

ad iaſtructor; forbearing to come to confeflign,. or 

ear maſs, ſometimes upon pretence of indiipolitt-” 
Ws and at other times purpoſely by going abroatly-. 


Ll 
1 d \ 
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I hoicing ſore othbr., 
w hich (as to particſo s 


and having:;Þ 


- . 


1 ** a of 
acured 48 
12 


bible in the French tongue, took  fuch Welt 
eading it, that whenever ſhe had time h 


Was not out of her hand; yet ſhe kept this et 


= poſſible ;. and not 21 Tea at it herſelf," ge 


e inferno to turn her 


K where the abominations of the 
w-re pointed at. This he joyfully 
aiſe to God who had made him inſtrumental gs 


90d, a work ho he was ger 
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own ſuch prag were 
rongeſt arguments againſt 


the erroj s Sf. Hope! . 
the myſtica bg 
d, ipd-gave 
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26H e. 1 
fable to for it, if it were diſcovered; Fhe like- 
dig alide her beads and co ucifix, converſed nc 
more with ro/arics, or the legends of pretended /aints : 
andthougl ſhe found ſome temptations and fears a 
ile Degimning, yet frequently praying to God ſhe 
overcame Satan's wiles, and found abundance of jo 
ang comfort enlightening her ſoul, ſo that ſhe could 
not forbear breaking aut into raptures of praiſe and 
= thankſgiving, for the wonderful ehange, (by ſo 

Krange and unexpected means) wrought in her foul, 

Whilſt this virtuous lady and the gardener held 
[their private Correſpondence, in diſeourſing of the 
things of God, and encouraging and exhorting each 
other to perſeverance and ftedfaſtneſs in the truth, 
ono and Francs, equally burning with luſtfull 
e the tender beauties of the fair Deidb- 
zz were plotting and contriving how their lawlef 
engns might beſt be brought about (tho? each plot- 
Ry himſelf, for as yet they were ignorant of 

er's paſſion.) The villainous prieſt (as you 

Rare already heard) had been repulſed with indig- 

nation by the chaſte. lady, which inward!y torment- 

iim, and brought bim almoſt to his. wit's end ji 
dhe other (Fronovius) had made no trial of hei 
ad waited a favourable opportunity te d 
there fore he thinks, meditates, and caſti 
eis his mind, till at laſt, his paſſion em- 
ede as reſolved to break the ice with 
ae if she. tock no notige of that, to ſecond 
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with a” perſonal ad refs bar how be ſhould" do» 
=; with privacy and ſafety, he was at à Rand for 
W time ; for he feared to truſt any body to deliver” 5 
eit bis criminal love ſhould take air: and to de> 
9d ſh. ver it hümſelf, would look too daſtardly, as wer» vs 
Nas not capable, or, at leaſt, durſt not ſpeak tor 
Wh imſclf ;. however, wy a little Whaley wor melo TR 
| it opportunity; for Deidamia accidentally. dropping”: 
—__ cet, as ſhe pafled en a [4 3 
gallery that led to her apartment, he carefully took 
Wt up, and folding vp his letter in it, Which he dag 
gr cady ſealed by him, he gave it to her gentlewo- 
Wnan to give it to her lady, telling her he found ic 
gn the long gallery. The gentlewoman knowing 
he handkerchiefto be her lady*s,lmmediately . | 
t to her, who received it from her, wih e | 
Ing any thing of a letter being init; and/afterward 
accidentally taking the handkerchief” out of her 
pocket, the letter drop'd out upon he ground, 
the taking up, and looking upon dhe ſuperſeription, © 9 
was extreamly ſurpriſed to had it directed to her- 
ſelf; and haſtily opening it, was much "more {oto- HB 


1 


And the contents thereof as followeth ; ñʒ èò1 
DON me, moſt lovely Deidamiz,, if your bean nl 
A makes me forget the [tation L am in; ‚ vmbalden 
eue paſſon I have labbiuted e 
% dear lach, I am jo cap α , ß 
| ng ular n, that I am conſtrain ll ia fojnn_ a 
2 g e "1 0 E-. 
wx | | 1 
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e nd could not therefore but 


* oe at che 4 ot” ſome violence that 
rr beige mifcreams 


Anger, anda 


done where the vered and fretted herſelf, that 
ne pe her virtues, and mea- 
ieee wicked and filthy inclinati- 


Corners for the knew the-prieft had ſomething of 


he thought to have diſcovered Autonic's folly, 
eee dat by ſhame and reproofs he 


. — 


eafure, give me leave to hope, and don't 
aud die, but render the balm of your 


* 


* this letter filled her with bluſhes, Wl 
zement, at the unparallelled boldne's 
and vilany of the author of it, and at firſt ſhe wa: 
meioived to:commit-1t-to the flames, or to tear it in 
eie, but: bps eon thoughts, ſhe laid it up in 


ire was thunder among ſuch ungrateful wretches, 
ons a ropretumethewould defile her marriage bed; 
for this diſcovery than the 
bot this-man ſhe had held to 


iy inclined till now; and to 


bim. But now. ſhe ſcarce 
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| | She! 08 | 
Whoſe ſight now very duch diſpleaſed her. She 
Wought once or twice of diſplacing them; but found | 
Neir authority in the family was ſo great, Ming 
r Lord's ablence ſhe could not do it: Wwher 
e fell on her knews to implore God's mere and: 
otection, commending herſelf wholly to his care 
d providence, and begging of him to be her guar- 
an and protector. | 
Tho? Dridamia's mind, on thoſe ſurpriſing attempts 
her honour, was variouſly toſſed, till at laßt he 
me to a ſettled reſolution prudently to conceal 
Hat had paſſed, at leaſt till her lord came home, 
x fear of ſcandal and diſturbanee 2. yet mmm + h 
ght well read in her countepance, whenever es” 
me into her preſence, chat ſhe had read his et 
d bow-ſhe reſented it; Which made him firagate 
overcome his paſhon, but in vain - ſor like oi 
row on fire, the oppoſi tion his lewd deres ment > 
th, made him burn the ftercer g ſo that ieireſalvedrs” 
find an opportunity to throw himſelf at het e 
Wd diſcover his paſſion to her by word f ß 
4 whilft he waited for: a-comvenient. u 
ace to.do it, he perceived the $ardcnor often; ibige 8 = 
and out very chearful, as bighiy plca{ed.andcon -- 


_%, 


ted; and that thowuel he 'onVy*cartiedihes ans 2 3 
flowers, yet his Ffautick pamon a 
ie him beſieve there was ſomethig 
the prieſt had alſo obſerved the n ü, 5 
WE! the fame Tent! ns, which embeldenedt * _ 
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he more to perſiſt WE wicked and unclean de- 
tres, and to continue to perſecute the chaſte lady 
their detefted proffers of lawleſs love; con- 
eluding, that if one of ſo low a rank could be in 
Favour, they in time could not miſs of obtaining 
What they ſought; and ſo blinded with paſſion, and 
Purſuing what they aimed at, (though, as has been 
id, unknown to each other) they kept a-watchful Wl 
eye over the actions of Deidamia; whoſe mind was | 
taken up in contemplating the divine perfections of 
him, who is fairer than the-chiid.en of Men, being 

uri of Fn more confirmed in the truth of her religi- 
on, bleſing and praifing God, that by ſo wonder- 


truth, and engaged her heart to embrace and enter- þ 
Sain it above her chief joy; partly looking on the 
trouble ſhe had from Antonie and Frovontus, thoſe 
brethren in iniquity, as temptations or trials to con- 
1.4 mm her the more, by overcoming them, in the 
eee pe had fo lately embraced ; in which ſhe 

4 led to perſevere againſt all temptations 
, [ = Whatever. - - 


Sarwhilft theſe things paſſed, Fronovius had re- 
Reno other anſwer to his letter but Deidamia's 
Rand much changed countenance towards him, 
be would not take for an abſolute repulſe, and 
efore was reſolved to have her pofitive anfwer. 
obtain which, as Deidamia was one morning 
2 _ leaning 
Wn | -f 
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ul od unexpected a means had brought her out of 
darkneſs and errors, into the marvellous light of his 


1 


„ 


wn. TY. - 


; ning upon the window in her chamber, and lock - 
into the garden, he ſtole 7 up ſtairs, and 
got into Far chamber, juſt behind her, before -- 


-e heard him, when ſuddenly turning about, and 
in eing him in a dejected poſture, ſhe was very much 
ig rprited, and trembled at the nt. whilft he by 
d any words endeavoured to ſhe the re of his 
0 affion; but having ſomewhat recolletted her ſpirits, 
ul he, with an angry countenance, ſpake to hin thus; 
25 ER Why, how now, Fronovius? What buſineſs have 
of ou here, thus to ſteal into my chamber unawares? 
ignis is ſuch an affront, a piece of impudence and 


i- ndeneſs, as better becomes a thief than the flews e- 
ra of my houſhold ; and yet the filthy errand that 

of ou come on, is far more criminal than your com- 

iis ng. What have you ever ſeen of lightneſs in x 
r- rarriage that ſhould make you thus audacious, & 
ive you the leaſt hope to ſucceed. in your unlawtur: 

and wicked defires? I command you to be gone?” 
And know, that if you perſiſt in your impudence” 

and folly, I will ſpeedily take thoſe methods, that” 
all iſſue in your deſerved ſhame and confufſog? 

He would have replied, but ſhe forthwith went 
Wut of her chamber and would not hear hi, = 
his abſolute denial and ſevere reprimand e 
04s full of confuſion, and almoſt made hs 
opcleſs ; but after ſome reflection, he ren" 
fancied, that the oppoſition he met with practedednhc - ll 
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from the lady's virtue, but from the greater ines. 
| Ee | P 


1 
19 
. 


Pole the Gardener to be the man, 


* 
— 


eien ſhe had to ſome rival, who enjoyed thoſe 
Favours which he had been purſuing ; and he ſup- 
Ferna he had 


fete ved ſome pafticular Marks of her favours ſince 


5 ſuade 


the 8 of the count Aanſon. Being thus per- 
d, he was reſolved if it were poſſible, to make 
_ diſcovery : and to this end, he p!anted him- 


a 
leit privately one evening near the back-ftairs, that 


led out of the Garden into Deidamia's apartment (for 


that way he thought this + rival muſt come) 
And indeed he had not waite long, before a perſon 
cameby, and went up thoſe ſtairs; whom he ſoftly 


=followed tothe Rtairs-foot; the darkneſs of the night 


hindred him "from diſceraing who the perſon was 
matwent by him, but he doubted not but it was the 
ad having liſtened at the bottom of the 
Ras, hearing no Door open, nor any key to turn, 


oed the door Was left open on purpoſe, and 
therefore reſolved to go up himſelf, and ſurprize 


them in the very at of their unlawful love: he had 


ed thus, but he heard ſomebody 
fairs; as ſoon as the perlon come 


de fairs, Franovius boldly ſeizes 
bin and demanded. what buſineſs he had there 
e night but was extremely ſur- 


Y 9 prized to mcct with, inftead of Bernard the Garde- 


de pri; who then Frenobius thought 
Las been with. Deardama. Upon which, ſpeaking 


big words terre, and threatening to Kill ot 
| TED.” for 


„ —— 
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For che diſhonour he had 0 his lord in violating 
is bed, the poor prieſt, (who was almoſt dead WIʃ2]ẽ.d 
Fear, and extremely confounded: at this aceidenmt) 
Frembliag, told Fronovius, that he would inge-- - 
oouſly tell him all he knew: which Fronouaws pro - 
Wmifing, Antonio told him the ſtory of his love-ad- 
Edticiſes. violent paſſion; and the repulſes he met 
WE with. That, however, being jealous of the Gar- 
dener, and not finding him in his lodging, (for iet 
ſeems Deidamia had newly uppers him another, 
unknown to Antonio) he ſüſpected he might be with" 
his lady; where defiring to detect him, and bring 
him to puniſhment, he had undertaken to come at: 
this unſeaſonable time; but the doors being fat leck 
ed, and after a long liſtening, hearing no tir ger 
whiſpering, was returning back again to water @- 


more favourable opportunity, that he might not on” 8 

ſlight ground, or uncertainty, lay ſuch à ing e 

their charge, | 3 
Fronovions, finding the prieſt had been repufſeg 

and reproved as well as he, and that his thoughts 

were the lame with his, as to the ſuſpe&tey rival, 

a huſhed his preſent fears, and'declared gg 


though {omewhat darkly, his own affe, 
they went to Antonio's chamber, where they entered __ 
into a combination ſo helliſh and malicious, that 
brought many woes and miſeries both tothe virtu-" 
ous Deidamia, and the gardener ;\ till by the — 2 
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vi God, to the "A, and FA? of the contri> 
vers, they were turned to bleſſings, to rejoice the 
ee, and to clear their innocence, after many 
„ ſufferings. | 

MIR "theſe wicked men were thus plotting to 
revenge their repulſes, Deidamia was thoughtful of 
her fafety. Sometimes ſhe determined to write to 
Manſon, to remember his promiſe, and haſte his 


return ;_ but then ſhe concluded, that tho? his pre- 


lence might reform theſe diſorders, yet to deſert his 
Command upon any private occaſion would dero- 
ate from his honour; and then ſhe conſidered that 
could not hide from him the Relegion ſhe had 
embraced lige hisdeparture, for ſhe could not diſſem- 
bile, if the was taxed with it; and tho' his company 


was dear to her, yet the enjoyment of the other 


Was more precious and preferable: and that, in 
compariſon of the love of hriſt, all the love in the 
word was but of little value. At another time, 
ess of retiring. to her parents: but this ſhe 
Fancied would be bos to her Lord, that, in 


me mould leave the government of his 


family, which he had truſted to her care at his de- 
Ethel things ſcriouſly weighed, ſhe reſolv- 
eee eme, thinking time would cure the. 


eee vere in the minds of thoſe two 


= wicked ſervants. | 


is laſt reſolve, ſhe retired to her cloſet, | 
where ſhe had not been long e'er the gardener came 
DA N * | N | to 


0 * * N 


| 2 YE; | 
o preſent her with Le he had drawn up, by 
her order, of the fundamental points of the proteſt- 
ant religion, in oppoſition to popery, one being 
compared with the other, and tried by ſcripture 
and the fathers of the primitive times: the accept» 
ed this paper very kindly, promiſing to look it over 


at leiſure, as a matter ſhe had much defired to be 


informed in. Whereupon he retired to his labour 
in the garden, whilſt a bribed ſpy, their enemies 


had ſet on the watch, was running to give informa="- 
tion of the gardener's being with the Lady. Ne 
vius was out of the way / Antonio haſted as fait as he 
could, and ſoftly opening the ſpring-lock,*1mpu»' 


dently entered the chamber, drawing the Curtains 


of her bed, in hopes of finding what he looked Tor: 
there; but mifling his purpoſe, he ſtole to the ide 
of her cloſet, directed thither by her ies; ar 
the pious oa Bok. fallen on her knees, and et 
: &: +756 


pouring out ſoul to God in thefe words, 


tened the Eyes of my underftanding with theKaaws 


ledge of thy bleſſed truth, and that the, = 
vered me from the derkneis and ignorance, aldtners 


anti- chriſtian errors, wherein I. have lieg dee 


Moſt bleſſed God, who art the father of mers”: 
cies, and the God of all conſolations, "Fables: 
and praiſe thy holy name, that thou ha 


.. 
9 
a 


my childhood, and haft revealed the faving knows: » A 


-Jedpe of thy will unto me, as it is contained jn-thy 
e | _—_—— 


| ( 44.) 
bleſſed. word, the hol wo 
my heart ia the profeſſion o 


olatry and ſuperſtition, nor be under the con 
of thoſe blind gui 
ang. trials may be liable to, or may undergo on 


| Theſe pious breathings of her foul, Aulenio to his 
preatamazement beard, and knew not what to think, 
whether he ſhould diſcover himſelf, or retire ; but 


al \ _at laſt, re ſuppoſing the fear ſhe ſhould con- 
1 


ceive, left he ſhould diſcover what ſhe had uttered 
again the Reni religion, or that, as he concluded 
The was an Hugonst, as they call Prote/tants, might 


idee her to comply with his luſt, he preſented 
ei deore her, rudely opening her cloſet door 
Leer the had time to riſe from her knees. This con- 


Engedimpudence of his much troubled her ſpirits; 
whereupon, n haſtily, ſhe forcibly pulled the 
rater the had given him a thruſt back, and 
ia, however, it unhappily fell out, 
erer, not taking that care, as at a- 
ehe would have done, that paper which 
el brought her, with lier haſty 


angie door, dropped out of her coat, and un- 
= perceived by her, was th | 

nis took carefully up, and. put in his pocket, 
telling her, tho' the doar was ſhut againſt W . 


at out of the cloſet ; which 


tures 1- O ſtrengthen 
| thy truth, and grant 
that I'may. never return back again to the 4 
uct 


es any more, whatever ſufferings 


= _ 


. e 
had heard how ſhe had apoſtatized from her religion, 
arid how wickedly ſhe had ſpoken of the holy. 8 
Catholick Church, and what miſchiefs he could 40 
her. if he ſhould diſcover it; yet for the love he 

| bore her, if ſhe would yield to eaſe his Paſſion,” it 
ſhould be buried in eternal oblivion; but if he 
refuſed, he had now got an opportunity to ruin her. 
The pious lady (whole fervent devotione this 
wretoh had interrupted) bridled, as much as Human 
frailty could do, her paſfion, 'commanding bim in 
mild terms to be gone, and not wound her chaſte 
ears with his hated diſcourſe. Againſt the injury 
he threatened her. ſhe truſted in God for proteat» © 
on, who is a ſtrong tower for the ſafety of all theſe 
that fly to him; and ſhe doubted, not, When the - 
had an opportunity to make her Lord ſenfible-of it, 
he would, through the favour of almighty God, con“ 
cur with her, in her opinion. | 5 2 55 
Antonio, finding himſelf difappointed in his main” 
Expectation, and throughly nettled with this 
ſwer, particulaflythe coneluſion of it, went = 
threatening and muttering to Himſelf; zug 
anti-chamber met Franovius who upon at Rs 
was haſtening to him, to whom he had told atFhenae 
ſeen & heard. T his. made them confulrto Take new 4 
meaſures; and in concluſion, reſolved herehaftit ors 
life ſhould be ſacrificed to their reyenge Thi was 
ng ſooner concluded on, but h remembera” 3 
t paper he had taken bp, * of we = 
| PS. Pn — * Poe 1 9 


Pocket, knew it to A the ener hand, and at 
Ren ſuppoſing it to be a:loye-letter that might diſ- 
cover che intrigue between him and his Ps was 
highly pleaſed : but he had ſcarce read it half over, 
&er he found ſuch, weighty arguments againſt the 
Shurch of Nome, levelled ſo directly againſt her 
tottering foundation, as not only puzzled his un- 
derfanding, but made him ſtorm at a ſtrange rate: 
whereupon Fronius took it out of his hand, and 
read the reſt, and in the cloſe, theſe words, viz. 
virtuous. lady, theſe arguments, Pro & Contra, I 
{ubmit to your 8 wiſdom, being very joy ful in 
having, under been a poor inſtrument in en- 


_ r underſtanding to diſcern truth from 
FPialſchoo 


ert chem no longer in doubt, who the party 
bs chey termed it) had induced her to 
eee and become an heretic, and for this, con- 
1 do enjoy favours ſhe denied to them; 
bey vowed a bloody revenge. But fear- 
bie love Aanſon bore her, would not be eff- 
ide change of her religion, eſpecially when 
bethould come to underſtand their criminal paſhon 
for her, and practicegagainft her, they-reſolved to 
make her parents bear the blame of that ſtupendous. 
| does, which they themſelves defigned to be 

he Actors of; for they — that her parents were 
extraordinarily biggoted to the the Ramiſi Church, 

and fo were the liklicft to deal with in this matter; 
r 8 _ * >" whereupon 
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*Whereupon Antonio immediately poſted to tem, 
"and defiring a E conference with the father 
afte 


and mother, r many hypocritical ſhews of ſar- 
row for the diſgrace that would befal the family, 
he declared how his lady (ſince his lord had been 
' abſent) had been perverted from the Catholick Rags. 


N 


on, by 4 Hugonot, a Heretick Gardener, a fugitixe 


wretch, that had been taken in ſome years ago, 


upon charity. He urged what diſhonour it would 1 
be to their family; the danger ineurred by he 
the loſs of her ſoul; if he 


king's edits ; and laſtly 
was not timely recovered and brought to the right 


fold, from whence ſhe had perverſely ftrayed. Then q 


he began to magnify the pious care and pod he had 
taken to keep her in the right way, and 


the devil had been too hard for his induſtry and 
labours, thro God's high ſufferance, to ring 


paſſionate, ſeeming altogether in pity" to Demamn: 
made her father ſigh, and the old la y burſt out in 
tears, wringing their Hands, and bewaiing the 
miſeries of their aged years, in this (as thewmthew 


termed it) worft of misfortunes tha ber 
them; that the only branch of their nn 
ſhould convey it to poſterity, had made hens 


3 caſt away 3 for ſo in cheir Paſfionate mogd they 
W 


dah 
Ca 


to prevent: 
her falling into ſuch an unpardonable ſin; but that 


great judgment on her, for her haughtine anger 4 


a De. oY | _—_— ' + 1 l 
his being delivered in a tone very moving ane 


— _y 


1 
* 


= exprefſed her to be. . to ſee them 
= au wrought upon; and the ſtorm of their firſt » 
ner: ending 3tfelf, and being allay'd by falling 
ears, they began to. conſult more maturely how 
Mis misfortune 9%. reverſed; and after many 
ng were debated, 4rtonie's device of lodging her 
= noennXry (where ſhe might be, reftrained: from 
. boeks as he ſaid, and the company of 
any Reducers,. and allo be inſtructed by virtuous 
ein der Lord: came home, and determin'd 
wit farther be done in it) was approved. 
et was to be done with the gardener was the 
nz to be conſulted, whether to make him awa 
or to deliyer him up / to juſt ice; the pri 
eie former, but the parents conſciences 
oer in that, and could not conſent to ſuch 
bot tene alledged, that the whole 
abe made publick, if he were deliver- 
eee and their daughter, wauld be brought 
, and perhaps, for her obſtinacy, her 
ebe his hovours. and preferments at 
court. bis made them conſider farther, and at 
lee ittothe prieſt, or thoſe he ſhould 
— do as he or they. pleaſed. They would 
— him company to Hanſan's houſe, to ſee 
ihe perfgations might. do,..but be urged it 
bea means to diſcover the matter; and 
pe che beſt for them to come and mo- 
me count come home ; of - 
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which he wouldgive hens the fiſt notice. 3 fince ak- 
preſent what wWasto be done required ſeereſy, that ll 
in the mean time The would be provided for, as be- 
came her quality; and that ſuch a place as he men- 
- tioned, with time and company, where the belt 
eure to joſtle thoſe wild notions out GHher head 
n which they only ſent her a letter, and reſol vd 
ed not to go themſelves, So Autonis returned well 
ſatisfied to his wicked companion, , S2, 
Deidamia, (who was ignorant of this) miſſing 5 
her paper, and not doubting which way it weg, 
taking more care for Bernard the gardener than: ĩ 
herielf, thought by it he would be diſcovered 
wherefore ſhe ſent for him, gave hima handfuref 
gold, and commanded him to ſhifr for kimlelfs$ 
telling him what had paſſed, and the danger he was 
in. This command he ſeemed exceeding loth ty 
obey, and, with tears in his eyes proteſted, chat 
for the ſake of his religion, and in herdefence ag 7 
any injury or violence, he was willing to ene 
his life; but ſhe urged ſo many things to hates Ine 
departure, that he promiſed to do it; and io they.” 
(with ſhedding many tears) took a long farewell 
each other, I 21 ET 
Bernard was preparing ts; depart, as Antonio re. 
turned with his orders; whereupon Fronovius claps al 
bed him up in a dungeon, and that iht hired re nl 
Tuffians to carry him to the ſea- cliffs, a throwhun_ 
thence head-long ; and thitber they: fie 1 
TD S 
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K, on a horſe, gagged” and bound; but finding a 
eie, thruſt into a creek very near the clifts, ohe 

or them enquired, and found it belonged to a French 
Elantation in the 2 Indies; whereupon they took 
me method of Fofep/s brethren with the Lhmaelites, 
make the beſt purchaſe of him, rather than de- 
e him, and loſe it; ſo he that came to enquire, 
demanded of the maſter, if he wanted a luſiy ſervant ? 

he told him, yes; then he returned, and took the 
* out of the ſack uNgagged and unbound 
ag told him, that though he deſerved to die 
per perverting his lady here , yet they had com- 
epos him, and would only ſend him to do 
tier a flaye in the Veſt Indies, and bid him 
cept of it thankfully, and without muttering; 
no thereupon they delivered him to the maſter of 
ot whom they received twelve crowns. 
en they returned, and gave an account 
mad thrown him with a great ftone about his 
. from a fifty foot cliff into the ſea, and for it 
ned the reward promiſed them. Nor was Bernara 
anno go with bis new maſterppftoding provi- 

_ cha changed the death that was deſigned him, 

nn b whence he might hope in 

neo Baut his care was greater for 
Ein: for he had been uſed ro mis- 
ee to ſeveral hardſhips.” And her 
L bees, that ſhe found herſelf conftrained . 
ese for his ſafety) fo abruptly. W 
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and had not laid her commands on him to Wiiſe t 


her, or otherwiſe to give her ſecret notice of H 


abiding place (chat ſhe might have had farther con» 


verſe with him; and been more ſtrengthned by hm 
in the profeſſion of that truth he had inſtructed her k 


in, and which ſhe was reſolved to abide by) ill he 
found means to reſtore him to his place again 


Whilſt ſhe was penſive on theſe thoughts, Autonio - 
having (as I before told you) gotten a letter from 


her parents to her, wherein they laid their coms 
mands on her till her lord's return, as hb tenders 


the favour of almighty God, their bleſſeng, aud her au” 


bon zur and ſafety, to be ruled and guid in all things ty 


Her ſpiritual paſtor. (So being ignorant of his i. 
lainy, they termed this wicked prieſt.) Aan 


ever he perſuaded her ts for the goo of heir fee, andbes 
duly 7 5425 


and integrity. next ts the heavenly en, Fran 

hufhand cam Dames. ; 
This was figned by both of tam And 
having conſulted Fron:vius about it, they bothteame”= 
boldly to her apartment, when herr 
wn private, and proſented it to her , 


recommend hey till her lord a 


obey it as be tendered ber - ſafety 5 The ne ane 


on it, but ſhe atked them 0 neva as rhat i 
by Antes teplies, the was bot inen f 
Haduced her to her parents; aud ae JR 
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with the man that had been an inftfamont in the 
filling her heart fo full of -heavenly conſolstions ; IR 
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eiiie would go and plezd her own cauſe, and 


pte not fo to.juſtify her proceedings to her pa- 


es, that the black villainy of her baſe and trea- 


Eherous accuſers ſhould be unable toſully the bright- 
ei of her innocence.” This at firſt ſtartled them; 
but being fully reſolved to proceed in their wicked 


ens, they plainly told her, „ the was at their 


pofal, and that they had orders to carry her to 2 


1 nnery, where ſhe ſhould be honourably uſed, but 


Sebarred from deſtructive principles ſhe had lately 
bed, till her and their lord returned, to take 
ihe matter into his own hands, and determine how 
zhe pleaſed to diſpoſe of her.” 

ms 1nſufferable. impudence of theſe luſttul 
ewretches ſtirred up her zeal to ſo much holy anger 
rand deteſtation of what they propoſed, that ſhe in 
aareat paſhon proteſted to“ te a thoufand deaths, 
were poſſible, and by the moſt exquiſite tor- 


eic helliſh malice could invent, rather than 


eoſed within the walls of a wuwrrery, which 
was Jatisficd was no other than a fink of fin, and 
eur for lewdneſs and debauchery. But 
Mey without replying, offe1ing. to force her from 
anoioiet, the oppoſed her ftrength againſt their 
nes crying out for help to the reſt of her ſer- 
n, who was the ſteward and go- 
mor the family, had ſo ordered the matter, 
eee immediately waited upon her, = 


* 8 * 0 <Y 
ho erated Y * 89 > ++ . * 


then out of hearing; fo Wat A any other in- 


derruption, than what her contending gave hem 


they hurried her into a cloſe chamber in the remote 


part of the houſe, where they locked her in, and+? 


went to conſult farther, how they ſhould ſecretly. 
convey her from thence, whilſt ſhe (who expeCted, 
after ſuch treatment, nothing but a violation of her 


chaſtity, and would much rather have embraced > 
death, and counted it a favour) was pouring out her 


foul to God, and imploring his help in this needful 


time of her trouble, and begging of him to ſtrengs 
then her faith, *till on a ſu 


and comfort darted into her ſoul, that ſhe affured 


herſelf, “ that that merciful God, whoſe gracious? 
protection ſhe had been ſecking, would work out 


deliverance for her in due time. | 
Theſe conſpirators, by this time, had come tos 


reſult to rid themſelves, as they thought, r 
from the fears they were in of their viffainens eg 


tices being diſcovered ; which was chi, 


Fronovius counterfeited a letter in Man ws hand. 5 
ſo very exactly, that if himſeif nag RE 


might have been puzzled to dige as 


= 


\ 4 
: 


en, to allay the trous 3 
ble, and affliftions of her mind, ſuch beams of o 


his own. ; and having gotten two fr eee A 


dreſſed in the habit of an officer, antes F 
@ feryant attending him, Antonio and ems 
in wickedneſs went to her with it, M 

with ſome forced tears, "pens 


their knees, 
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plored her pardon hs habgatie they had offer- 
to her, bhefecching her to be their good lady, not- 
ihttandeg their follies, and they would never in 
eke nature offend, nor do any thing to diſoblige 
ner; with mary other proteſtations, and much 
= teigncd ſorrow for their rudeneſs and defigns upon 
| 125 chaſtity, intreatipg her not to difeover it to 
Lord. | 
Whilſt Deidam'a was wondering what that ſudden 
alteration, in thoſe who had lately fo rucely treated 
ner, might mean, £ views delivered her the let- 
ia which ſhe read theſe worc's : 


My Dear Deidamia, TR 
X O' knew, that the news which theſe lines will 


- 
= 


. acquarnt you.with, cannot be acceptable to you, yet 
are you by our mutual Afﬀettions, that you ſuffer not 
Snare} take diſtsrbed, but hear what I ſhall tell you with 
e {crenity of mind which becomes, you as 
ne 17 15 our duty in all things that happen to us, te 
es the dine HF ill. Know then, my lovely Deida- 
ee encounter with a pariy of the enemies, 
ered to be wounded by a chance ſhot, which my ſur - 
me 75 mortal ; cond fearing that it may be ſo, and 
above all things here below, to have a fight e your 
ebert, cut of the world, I baue ſqnt the 
eee Durell, ene of my captains, to — 755 
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, . Jen may truſt . fl with him without the 
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which is at preſent all from him, abb i Both i Life aug 


Death, N 
80 Your ever Faithful Huſband, 

CBharleroy | | | | -— 

Fuly 12, Dr ALARSON 
1039. | IT, 


At the reading of this ſhe trembled, locked pale, 
and ſhed abundance of tears, being in the greateſt 
diſorder and confuſion imaginable z int cating Ins 
ſtantly to ſee the party that brought it; pfemfing 


(on their renewing their intreaties) not to diſcover 2 


their wickedneſs, if by their future demeanour 
they made an amendinent for what had paſſed z and 


fliey thereupon ſolemnly promiſed it, led her 
into the hall, where the pretended captain agg 


ſervant bowed very low to her; and being befares 


hand inſtructed, anſwered all her queſtions Joanne 
ningly, that ſhe verily believed the feht 


from her lord, and that all he ſaid was tine ann 


g ing them to refreſh themſelyes, Whiit 
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herſelf with other apparel, and took ſeme Jewels, 
Gold, Sc. along with her. Wheel tene, and he- 
ing. about four in the evening, e ans 


committing herſelf into the talent u blo 
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Wkutes, mounted behind the ſuppoſed captaig, e 
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rrouble of any attendants, but «th he brings with bim, 
becauſe I would have 'you come as ſpeegtly as may de, 
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had his inftruftions not to let her ſee the next 
morning. dawn. Antonio and Fronovius pretended 
much ſorrow at her departure, but inwardly rejoic- 
ed, that by this ſtratagem they could get her eafil 
into the trap, without noiſe and diſturbance ; whic 
had they gone about to do by force, her cries might 


have brought reſcue and prevented their villainous 


purpoſes: the curſed prieſt indeed would have firſt 
raviſhed her by himſelf and his companion, and then 
murdered her at home; but the other, conſidering 
that it would be difficult to diſpoſe of the dead body, 


contrived this way. But | muſt leave them for ſome 
ee hugging "themſelves in their ſecurity, and 


© follow the deceived innocent. 


The bloody cut-throats having got the prize, by 
mer too much credulity, into their poſſeſſion, took 
Nie by-ways they could, croſsing the country, 


—aadtholding her in diſcourſe with many things re- 


ung to the war, and fo ſpun out the time till the 
was ncar ſetting, when coming into a valley be- 
cn tiwo vaſt woods, in a place much vnfrequented 
erode into one of them, at a turning of a narrow 


om 
N , . 
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© eries, ſhe demanded he * of ſuch violence z hur 
without replying, the villain who had carried her 
drawing his ſword directed it for the fatal thruſt, 
1 inſtantly to pierce her heart; whilſt on 


her 
ſsion, and intreating to know in what ſhe had of- 
fended, to make them ſo void of humanity towards 
a diftreiſed lady, whom they had betrayed inte 
that ſolitary place; being convinced that her lord 
had given no ſuch commands : no replied they, 


that's true, nor do we know him; hut A4ntomo and 


Frenwius have, and we muſt obey them; beſides, 
you are an heretick, and ought not to live. 

Deidamia now finding ſhe was betrayed by h 
wicked ſervants into the hands of thels 


ees ſhe was imploring their pity and compa». 


mercieſs  : 


villains ; and ſeeing nothing but preſent death be 
fore her eyes, ſhe pp out her foul to God in 


vehement petitions 


or favour from his hands. and 5 


that if he ſaw fit ſne ſhould live ao longer here, that? 
he would receive her into life eternal; and that ras F 


ther if it were requi:ed, ſhe might ſeal her profes 


ſion of the reformed religion, in Which 
found ſo much heavenly conſolation, Whg 
eſt blood, than be prevailed with torecant 16 Bur 
thou, O Lord, ſaid ſhe, who deliver Daz 


from the fury of the lions, and the threeghildrentrom 


devouring flames, can'ft, if thou wilt this great 


| 23 extremity, deliver me from cheſe eg e 
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us thou 1 ſo that my 1 when it 
Weves this mortal body, may find ſhelter in the 
arms of thy mercy. The villains, who all this while 
had eyed her, and ſaw her lovely in her tears,trou- 
died not themſelves about her religion, for their 
= bulineſs was to murder her: and therefore the pre- 
= tended captain ſaid, Lach! our time is ſhort, this tu- 
ou muff die; therefore ſettle yeur mind for the fatal 
= fot: 10 this ſhe made no reply, but continuing 
on her knees, with eyes uplified to heaven, fighs 
tears being the language of her ſoul, his impi- 
band was about to give the fatal thruſt, but the 
other catched hold of his arm, and ſtopt his ſword; 

and after: that, they whiſpered ;. but ſhe knew not 

they ſaid, till their farther attempt revealed 

nad no fooner done confering notes, but 
ey violently forced her on her back, and prepar- 
=o raviſh her: firſt, and then ou her to 
ber cties were upon this redoubled, and ſhe 
beach rather than the loſs of her chaſtity, 
ber boſorn, and tempting their ſwords to 
But her beauty in this ſorrowful. conditi- 
—miog in their luſtful eyes, that they 
— ee to ber cties and prayers: | O ha. 
eber there, with what vengeance at this 
eee his ſword have been drawn to 
ee, and bet refeue ! but he being 1g» 
RN of the wounds his dear lady was about to — 8 

>B | | 29 $4 _CIVEs 


villains fell at diſcord, who ſhould firſt ene hers 
and the conteſt grew ſo hot, that they diſputed twith 


their ſwords, and in the duel the pretended: captaig £ 


(moſt forward in the miſchief) was run through 
the bod 


_ ſorely wounded, and fainting through WRIG 
blood, gave Deidamia time to fly 

the woods, wandering ſo far, that, night covering 
every thing with darkneſs, The thought ſhe might 
now reſt a little to recover breath; and ſo fat down 
upon the ground: tho? the dangers ſhe had ſo lately 


( 39 ) „ 
-cetve, heaven Wend el for her reſcue : for the 


1e body, and with a ghaflly groan yielded up 
wicked foul into the hands of death. The other 8 


arther into the 


eſcaped from wicked men, and thoſe that ſhe now? 


Feared from wild beafts, would not a long time ufd 


her to cloſe her eyes; however ſhe ceaſed; not 


with earneſt prayers and ſupplications to recollmengs 
-herſelf to God, and implore his aid and proteaMibhy; x 
who by the late wonderful deliverance he had g 
her, had. ſufficiently ſhewn Her iow able he Jaane 


« ſave to the utmoſt, even in the midſt of the preatert 
dangers. The confideration whereof Was a mig 


' Jorn condition to which ſhe was redticeds Toihat 
a little ſupported thereby, ſhe. at faſf e 


Fraſe, nor covering than the canopy pf heaven The 
mormng being come, Dadam again, returned 
+ thanks to God, both for her late deve 
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found ſleep, having no other pile than” ara 
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allay to her preſent ſorrows, in the midſt of tha 


+33 
{s 


- 


"= 
E 


8 
BI 


2 


K "y * 


" 60 
her laſt night's MW 1 begging of 


© Him, that as h& had graciouſly begun to deliver her, 


== to cxtricate her 


he would in his own good time compleat it, to 
his own glory and her good; and, that, though at 
preſent her afflictions are not joyous but grievous, 
yet, through God's over-ruling providence, they 
Wight afterwards bring forth for her the peaceable 
Fruits of righteouſneſs ; humbly defiring ſhe might 
he kept from harbouring hard thoughts of God, or 
of his truth and ways, which ſhe had fo lately em- 
Need, notwithſtanding any ſufferings ſhe had or 
Night meet withal upon that account. And having 
thus recommended herſelf to God, ſhe reſolved, if 
itwere poſſible, to get out of that deſolate, path-. 
ei, and ſolitary place: but the more ſhe thought, 

MM the more ſhe found herſelf en-. 
ed, and without hopes of getting out, The 
chat at that time of the year grew upon the 
wees, ſupplicd her with food: and the little purling 


1 that iſſued from ſome ſprings in the wood, 


ber with drink; ſo that finding it impoſ- 
eee away, ſhe was content to tarry there, 
the providence of God ſhould find out ſome way 
for her; being ſatisfied in this, that 
eee code converſation; and other conyeni- 
mt the uſed to have, where abundantly 
mage up in the communion ſhe enjoyed with God 
moe bleſſed preſence, as ſhe has fince confeſſed, 

morethanrecompenic for all her outward wants. 
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In the poſſeſſion of which happineſs we will leave 
her for a time, and look back to ſee what became of 
the ſurviving ruffian. "OO 


or rather raviſh Deidamia firſt, and he that ſurvive 
fainred away through loſs of blood, which (as we 


have already related) made way for Deidamida's &( © | 


Tape : but he recovering in ſome little time, found 
means to ſtop its affen; and then, miffing of 
Deidamia, he made what ſearch he could for henry 
not ſo much to ſatisfy his luſt, (which his loſs of 


- 
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. s 
His companion (as we have already heard) was 
killed in their conteſt, about which 'thould 7970 4 


blood had pretty much allayed) as to take away EE 


life, that in time to come ſhe might not be an ie 
dence of his wickedneſs; but not finding her afterall 
his ſcarch, he buried his companion, and returned 9 
thoſe that had ſet them to work, Ws Thats. 


Deidamia, when ſhe found ſhe muſt die, by @ furprize, 


had ſnatch'd away his companion's fword, and lama 


with it by an unluked-for thruſt : but that him of 2 * 
Arie 5 


quickly revenged it by her own death; and ha 


them both in a deep pit to avoid diſcovery... They 13 


believed, and gave him what they had promurgrs 


being mightily pleaſed that now they wel, as they - | 


thought at leaſt, out of danger. 


Whilſt theſe things were thus; dec, 
parents were exceedingly troubled, M 
gree, that their ſleep departed from caaig abet 
Sas, | | 6 * N VE K 81 "> \ | 
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ie num ders that they e got, were inter- 

eich ftrange and unaccountable dreams, 

ee were alſo attended with an unuſual melan- 

B 3h of which they could give no account, This 

chem reſolve to enquire after Deidamia, of 
Whom they had heard nothing fince the permiſſion 

&Y gave to Antonia to carry her to a nunnery, 
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motmoney, they engaged a certain abbeſs of 


| FRe occaſion, that Daidamia had been brought 
chat ſhe had made her eſcape from 
= thence, fo that ſhe knew not what was become of 
eee give any account of the reaſon of it, 
e dy note chat ſhe had left behind her in her 
amber ;: which note Fronzvius, who, as we have 
a, bad a notable faculty at counterfeiting - 
“bad writ in a hand ſo like Deidamia's, that 
ebe diſtinguiſhed, They had alſo given 
ger of ropes, by which it was pre- 
Rhee made her cfcape. Fronovins and Antonio, 
nic their defign with the abbeſs, kept. 
rns houſe without fear or controul. 
ere when Deidamiq's parents came thi- 
eee their daughter, they received 
eee ſeeming” courteſy. and kindnels ; 
eee dee them, **rhat t 00g it had un- 
ee, that their lady had been prevert- 


* 4 0 
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my * 


ed to hereſy ſince the 8 of the Count ber 


huſband, yet he had taken that care of the family,. 
in his lord's abſence, which was confiſtent with his: 
duty; and that, as to his lady, the orders they had 


been pleafed to give to Antonio, to ſend her te 
nunnery, had been punctually obſerved, and hes 


hoped by that means, againſt the coming home of 
their lord, ſhe might be again reconciled unto her 
mother church, out of which there is no ſalvation. 
Tho' this diſcourle of Fronius was very pane * 
yet the parents of Deidamia were not at all fate 


with it, bat defired to ſce and diſcoutie with her in 2 
the nunnery where ſhe was; which Frouins feemn 2 


ed ready to aſſent to, and with Anton io offered then 


ſervice to accompany them thither, telling h 


they had given a ſtrict charge to the 


y their immediate order. 


Fhe parents, being for the preſent letitfied wid 


8, TQ- | 
xr-vent any Heretichs from coming to her, that nongt® 
might be admitted to-fpeak with herʒ hut themſelves 
or t * p 
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this anſwer, lay there that Night, big e 
they had of ſeeing their daughter: the *nengaanar 
which being come, they went with Ante andR—_s 


novius to the nunnery, but were extreme 
when they came thither, to hear the abb vs 

the young lady had been too hard for he 
withſtanding all her care and diligence, 


>a way to make her eſcape but the day e__ 
and then lcd them into the garden, lei 
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we ladder of ropes be which the got over the wall; 
tie having them into a room that ſhe called 
per chamber, gave them the note which Fronevius 
eich ber, aſking her parents if they knew that 
ad; they haſtil opened it, and thought verily it 
been of Deidamia's writing: and then reading 
found it to contain theſe words: : 


AVING been forced to this place again mind 
and 2 none be 27 have 
ound a means to ſet myſelf at liberty: and am gon to him, 
who abt Will Fight me of the injury dbne me by my 
freach@iotsfervants. ; RE. WP 
3 DEIDAMIA. 


er parents, upon reading this letter, believing 
de true, burſt forth into tears for the loſs of 
daughter, not knowing now in what part of 
he country to ſcek for her: the only hope they had 
bat ſhag: gone into Flanders to her huſband ; 
owatch opimionFromnvizcs and Antonio hot h ꝓerſuaded 
bem, from That expreſfion in the note, Fam gone to 
bar wilt my injuries, Upon which giving 
tee to be a faithful ſervant in his 
= Lord's abſence, they- returned to their own houſe, . 
© where they it the following letter to the Count, 


i © 
tee, an expreſs to Flanders. 
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To me Count De A'L.ANS NSO N, Coloael of. 0 % 


Regiment of PIC ARDU TFT. 


"Dees. S 8 N, 


T 15 not WR in expreſſible grief that tec write thuf# 
lines, which bring you the ſad tidings of the grea * 
affattio that ever befel you ; and which, e the di- 
vine aid, you will find it very hard to Liar; but I hope 
aven will ſupport you under it; it is in Mi, the loſs 
. mean by death, for had Le T3 
dain d it fo, that would 4 Been 7 more eligible: but 
alas! fhe is loft both to herfelf ard al of us; and ſhe ts," 
Iince your departure, perverted to Herely, and turned an. 


ob/iinite Hugonot; which whilſt we end:avoured . 7 
reclaim her from, by cunjerting, upon the aduice of your 


| . chaplain, Father Antonio, that ſhe ſhould be pt intaas 
| nunnery, ſhe is eſcaped from tence no one kn:ws whithend 
| | the thought thereof has fied the hearts of myſelf. and aun? 

with ſurh inexpre(ſibl 0 and forre vw, 0s hath ven ee, 
us: altogether. — of o. ny - remaining Hof an 
that ſhe may be 2 you 5, and ben; t you havent 
alreday, J¹¹ may. get hear of er in a A 3. /ar # 
left behind her in her chamber, at the panes r. 
Eridget' 8, whither F ronovius 2 Aa EP. 
3 ihe following not: „ 


24 


; 


$ | ( 06 ) 
4 | * ING. bee forced to this place againſt n mind 
3 and conſcience, let none be troubled, that [ bave 
ou 


a means to ſet mel at liberty: and am gone to him, 
t me of the 1 done me by my 


 DEIDAMIA. 


= who no doubt will rig 
| treacherous ſervants. 


ii note alone that gives us ground to hope that. 
eee ber again; and I pray God it may full out 

= accoramngly. Ani whenever this loft ſheep [hall be 2 
agaim, abu, not but you will lay her in your boſom, 
aceoraging to the example of our great ſhepherd, and by 
ente love and tenderneſs towards her, endeavour 
ber .again to the true fold and church of Chriſt ; 
protection T commit yon, and fo farewel. 


—_ J. MONTAIGN. 

he Count Aunſen was fo tranſported with grief 
ig of this letter, that for ſome time he 
—_———— pccch! His trouble vas too great to 


ST but ſoon aftcr, his ſorrow pave itſeif vent 


vent 5 Rin words, ſtill waters being always the 


Emo paſſionate and feeling complaints; and 
for pen and ink, he writ the following 
b pis father, *-- : 2 dS 
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Alanfon to Sieur Meontaign: 
8 FR, 


. Received your letter; the contents whereof have 
at grief and forrow to my Heart; that 


brought t | 
will continue there for ever, unleſs the ſiglit of my 
deareft Deidamia removes it : her being turned 
Hugonot- is not that which gives me much trouble, 
it rather makes me think there is en of good 
in thoſe opinions, or elſe ſo much goodneſs and 


virtue, as that of Deidamia's,. could never have” 
embraced them. Had you but let her alone in Rt 
houſe I had been happy ſtill; but your- endeavours: 
ing to reclaim her has been the ruin of-us both 
am ſo tranſported with grief and anger, that I known 
not what to write, nor would L write at all, bur 
come away immediately; were it not for the hopes 
you give from the note found in the chambef 


deareſt Deidamia, that ſhe was gone to- h, 
would ſoon right her- injuries, and that can b 


but myſelf; might I but recover her again 
ſhould not be miſtaken in her thought, 
hopes of her coming, that I am content d 


x little longer: for it's De/damiq; alone 


4. make 
me happy. Farewell. 


- . p * "7 
BS. 4 « wy 4 
* 2 * ©” = n » . 
, 0 - «4 — + Fd +3 ' 
_ . 5 e 4 7 * o * 77 


= 
vw 
© | 
GE oo r 


— 


"- 


The 'Mefſenger being returned with Hanſon's 
letter, it adminiſtred freſh grief to Deidamid's 
parents, For they thereby found, that by their 
too eaſily yielding to Antonio's deſigns, they had 
not only loſt their daughter, but the affections of 

"their ſon-inslaw. In this ſtate we will now lea vt 
= them; and make Deidumia a viſit in her ſorrowful 
| | | 

Nima, being in that lonely place, each day 
removed her habitation, until at laſt ſhe found a 
cave to ſcctire herſelf from the infurics of the wea- 


and it was a quiet reſting- place to her in 
_—_ hc mght-taon, for by ſhutting up the mouth of 


health was both continued and increaſed, and ſhe 


care, ſhe covered herſelf from àl danger; 
which ſhe looked upon, and thanked God for, as 
a great mercy : and living upon the fruits that 
be wood (as I faid before) ſhe ſpent her 
belly in prayer and meditation; and though 
and lodging was extremely changed, yet 


Run that promiſe made good unto her, as thy day is, 
nh. ſtrength le. | 


She had now lived almoſt four months in this 
d the winter approaching began to 
Ke the woods uncomfortable, and the cold ex- 
wemely nipping :. fo that Deidamia was forced 2 
_ | LAS .. C 
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69 
ten to walk apace to get her a heat. One days 
as ſhe had walked farther than ordinary, ſhe dif- 
covered ſome kind of an obſcure path ſhe had nat 


ſven before, and though ſhe knew not Which 
it would lead her, ſhe was reſolved to follow. the © 


track: ſhe travelled fo far that day, that it was 


in vain for her to think of retv1ning to her beloved” 
cave, where ſhe had lain ſo many nights ; and ther- 


fore making the beſt ſhift that ſhe could, ſhe ſat 
down upon the ground, and recommending berſelf 


to the Almighty's protection, compoſed herſelf to” | 


reſt ;. the next morning ſhe aroſe as ſoon as it was 
light, and travelling forward, perceived her path 


to be like & of the juſt, which, the wiſe man tells 

and more unto the perfect day: and thewas! 
encouraged to go on, becauſc ſhe fancied ſhe heard 
the barking of dogs; and after travelling a li 


us, Hines 


farther, the was Well aſſured it was a. real things 


ruſhing amoneſt the buſhes, and ſtanding Re 
know. what it might mean, ſhe perceived 


old man, with two dogs following hun, 
among the trees. They were bort ERS 


at the the interview; for the old Man, baxv ing 
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and not a fancy only; and therefore the p 
her journey the mare eagerly : the fun ag 
come to its meridian, when ſhe heard an anal 
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never ſeen any human creature in that H DER 
could not but be amazed to fee d, M ons 
Lo Eg 
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From the midſt of the wood; and there fore addref- 
ing himſelf to her, he enquired by what misfor- 
tune the came thither ? intreating her not to be 
afratd, for ſhe ſhould receive no harm from him-: 
Deidania, upon this, looking earneſtly upon him, 
and perceiving his carriage and demeanour to le 
What became the gravity of his years, ſhe told him, 
eas deed ina wild place, and knew mot the way out 
pain. Io this the old man replied, if /he would go 
vith him io his homcly cottage, his unfe would condutt her 
ot of ihe wood, Deizamia preſently accepted of his 
kinaneſs, and went with him. And after they had 
pore about the ſpace of a mile, they came to his 
e, where the good old woman (who was fome- 


[| | hat fipriſed to ſee her huſband bring a ſtranger 


Song with him) roſe up, and received her very. 
mezourtcouſly, defiring her to fit down, and refreſh 
wich fuch homely fare as their cottage af- 
es Which ſhe did, and then aſked her farther 


Ihe came into that place. Deidamia deſired. 


ak her no queſtions, for the repetition 
perro would but renew her grief; only 
h ſhe would let them know, that her being 
woas the effect of God's providence in de- 
ee from wicked and blood-thirſty men 
eee to take away ber life. Upon which, 
e ber to be full of grief, they aſked her 

more queſtions, but finding her very weary, they 


ſtood her hiſtory more fully, by their pity, zud e 
otanother world, weaned her; tem this mann 
meaſure. So that here ſhe tog ip her eee 
Jear following, until ſhe was forind t 
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N 1 | - 
Jed her into a We bn clean apartment, to re- 
poſe herſelf upon the bed: Deidamia was mighty 2 
thoughtſul what this aged couple might be; and 
whether or no, for her apparel's ſake, and thats 
gold, -and thoſe jewels ſhe had about her, ſhe migm 
not fall into as great a danger as thatfthe had fore 


merly eſcaped; and though the was at firſt glad of 


their company, ſhe could have wiſhed herſehf in 
her beloved cave again. But her fears were quieky 
over, when by a French bible, and other good books, ©! 
ſhe found in bes room, and by the hearty prayers: 
of the good old man at night, ſhe perceived they = 
were Hugonats, who had flown into that folie 


retirement for the ſake of their ih : this made 


- 
ber be much more free with them, bleffing G 
his providence in bringing her thither, ang, 

; 


ſolving to continue there, till ſhe ſhould meet with 


an 1 to return home into the arms of Hens 
deare Alanſon : and the old couple having under 


miſeration, made her abode with them ee 
and the communion ſhe had with them in 


continued wich them, not only that winter, hunmes 
loved Alanſon ; to whom it is time that at 
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The count auſan dach ee at the cainp a 
* whole month after the receiving of his father“ in- 
Jaw's letter in expectation of ſeeing bis deareſt Dei- 
= ama, began now to be impatient of tarrying any 
= longer; and indeed, during all that time, he was 
bo much changed in his carriage, humovrs, and con- 
= veriation that all thoſe with whom he uſed to con- 
= verſe in the camp, took notice of it, he having a- 
= bandone himſelf to an extreme melancholy; there - 
Pore deſiring of the king to go home, both for the 
every of his health, and for the ſettling ſome 
'1 fairs in his family, he ſoon obtained it, and ſoon 
er, though with a heavy heart. arrived there. 
pere his firſt buſineſs was to enquire after Deida- 
but none of the ſervants eoult give any account 
but Fron-mvius and Antonio, who gave bim 
Re ame account that had been ſent him by his fa- 
ies: to which he ſternly aſked them, Hoto 
reich and miſtreſs, contrary to her 
ITE bis conjert or knowledge ? Telling them 


* 


bebe he had written, it was their trea- 
ee was the occaſion of her loſs ; which if he could 
En confirmed in, be would take care they aul recetve 
unmet /uitabe to the greatneſs of therr crimes. 
eee and Antanid began to tremble, 
aimake the beſt excuſes for themſelyes they could; 
doing the conſent of her parents for what they 
Bat that did oat at all fatisfy Aanſon, . 
—_. 0 
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ſoon diſcharged WW and.refolved 
to travel in ſearch of Deidamia, though he knew not 
which way to bend his courſe : but after many 
_ tedious journey, enquiring amongſt thoſe who weng 
favourers of the hugonots, he could hear no tidings* 3 
of her; fo that full of grief and ſorrow, be led a 


retired, melancholy life In his own houſe, abſanting 


Turtle that had loſt his mate, though his friends, by 


ali means poſfible endeavoured to comfort, him; 


perſuading him to ceaſe his grief, for that It. 


was probable Deidamia, by ſome masfortaneorather, 
was dead; and therefore they adviſed him to think 
of a ſecond marriage, as that which would reftore 
his former gaiety, and make him forget Deid mis. 
But the more they endeavoured to, perſuade hi, 


LI. 


the more he was reſolved to the contrary, z al 
therefore to avoid their continued importunities, he 


fixed his reſolution once more to travel ig & f 


herz which accordingly he did, but without ene 
and therefore he reſo 


ing che occaſion of it, he was told a Sig, 


ing to be broken on the wheel, for a mortem 
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| ved to return again to his ewes | 
Houle, and there ſpend the remaindet of his dayw 
in ſolitode. 1 
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Deer he war Mast g in BOW 
met with a vaſt concourſe of people, and de 


- had committed; A. PA curiofity led him to 
ie execution: and getting pretiy near, the 
actor caſt his eyes upon Rim, and ſtraight- 
kaew him to be Alanſon, the huſband of Hei- 
fans ; and being ſmitten with remorſe of conſct- 
"ence, he beckoned to Alanſon to come near, and 
humbly begged his pardon for the wrong he had 
done him, At this, Alan/or both ſtarted and fell a 
trembimg, fearing it was for her murder the Erimi- 
dal was to die: but coming nearer, the malefactor 
ed him, if he hal heard any news of his lady ? And 
then in tears confeffed, that himſelf and another had 
"been Hired to murder her, to which end they carried her 
Into a wood, (Which he named to him) but by a mira- 
one providence ſbe eſcaped out of their bands; that after - 
bad reported io thiſe that ſet him to work, that 
n aually murdered ber; for which+he received the 
reward, but which way ſbe eſcaped, he knew not; and 
bar thes was about two years ſince. The count urged 
Rm to tell the names of thoſe that had ſo hired him; 
eri, He had ' fworn upon the holy ſacrament of 
IE nity never to diſcloſe them, and that he feared dam- 
aan be fbould : only, aid he, this I may ſay, with- 
nn arb, they were two perſons in whom you 
eee deal'of confidence. And then ſolemnly 
mnted, that whet be ſaid was the truth, and foon 
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longer doubted that Fren2vius and Antonio were the 


Y bs as 


. 
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This dying criminal's confeſſion confirmed Jann, = 
L 


that Deidamia had been treacherouſly carried tit 
either from his houſe or the nunnery; and he 


-perſons that had hired villains to murder her: "and 2 
therefore, though they had been removed from his 
ſervice ſome time. yet he was reſolved to purive. 1 


them, in order to bring them to juſtice; but firſt he 38 
intended to make a freſh fearch after Deidamia the 


-bended his courſe, and being arrived in ſight theres 

of, and ſeeing how vaſt a place it was, he perceived 

it would be a difficult thing to find her, even though” 3 
'ſhe was there: yet at his entering in he conceived ul 
ſome hopes in his mind. that he ſfiould not loſe hin 
labour. - Whereupon alighting: 20d, iving his horſe 
to his ſervant, (who had attended him in all his 


vicinity of that wood: towards that therefore he 
l 
i 


7 
melancholy 1 and charging him to attend ib ne 
till he came back, e went Barnes alone, nel! 
found himſelf entangled amongſt tickets, Bret and 
buſhes; yet ſtill he went on, ſearchihEever wÄ 
and ſolitary place, often calling out, -( GY 
darkneſs coming on made him think f Wy 
Bis man; but he found he was gone too. fartonetrea ll 
Sack in time, and Werte, to go. forward on 
3 S 
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© Happened upon that cave where Deidamia had ſo often 


2 


n ( 76 Wy 
— and being, no doubt, LEP: by providence, he 


bewailed his abſence, and mourned her own ſolitary 
Tate ; and there he reſted his weary and tired body 
for that night, reſolving to purſue his ſearch the 
next” morning ; which being come, juſt as he was 
goi ome of the cave, he perceived ſomething ſparkle 
very brightly on the ground, which he ſtooped and 
took up; and looking on it in the open light, he 
wund it to be a locket of diamonds, which he had 
formerly given Deidamia; and ſhe unwitingly had 
Aropt there. The finding of | this filled him with 
ſome tranſports of joy, as looking upon it as an ear- 
neſt of his good ſucceſs in finding the owner : there- 
upon he 7, ex repeated her name very loud, but 


= could receiverno'anſwer but by ſome broken echo's, 


and therefore going on he knew not whither, but 
dig directed by the ſame providence that had be- 
weoaducted her to the cave, when he had wandred 


oe he was almoſt hopeleſs, he was ſudden] 


ee by two whiffling Curs, which upon of- 


Eng to draw his fword, ran away barking 


bin he purſoing- came in a little 
meta path, wherehe might dffeera the foot-ſteps 
cares, which very much revived'his 
ors and encouraged bim fill: to go on; he had 
botpone far before he diſcerned ſmoke to iſſue from 
Sanallcottage'; to which as he er pretty 

near he was again fatuted by the f ons barkingor 
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the dogs whom he had — urſued. This was 5 


1 
- * 


the cottage where Deidamia reſided, who upon the 


barking of the dogs, looking out to ſee what way 


the matter, eſpied Alanſon coming towards her, and. 
(the idea of 45 image being continually in hep, 
breaſt) ſhe no ſooner ſaw but knew him, and run- 
ning into his arms in an exceſs of joy, was only able 
to cry out, 4h / my dar lord Alanſon; but exceſsof 


Joy proves ſometimes fatal, and it had like to have 
done ſo to Deidamia, for ſhe immediately ſwooped - 


away in his arms: the dogs ſtill continued their 
barking, which alſo cauſed the good old woman of 
the cottage to ſec what the cauſe was. She was ex- 
treamly ſurprized toſ.e a genteel ſtranger, there and 
Deidamia farnting in his arms; however, ſhe'made 


what haſte ſhe could to endeavour her recovery, 
defiring Alanſon, to bring her into the houſe ; which 


he immediately did, telling the good woman 
that he was Deidamia's huſband, which ſhe (being 
very well acquainted with Deidama's ſtory ) was very. 
lad to hear, | 


to faint away himſelf. 


But, his lady being again 
recovered, 
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It was a conſiderable. time before” 
zamia could be brought to herſelf, which To: 
much afflicted the count, that he was almoſt ready = 
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lanſon, with a rhouſand kiſſes and 4 


dearing expreſſions, aſſured her of the truth; real od 


and conſtancy of his affections towards her, will 
he, on the other hand, ſeemed to be the me 
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= fied creature. in the world, in that ſhe had once 
"more {cen her deareſt Lord Alanſon; defiring him 
wort to be troubled- at her fainting away, fince it 
was occahoned by the exceſs of joy The conceived in- 
ſeeing him again ; and that death itſelf would have 

= beeneaſy-toher upon ſo happy an occaſion, and eſ- 
al dying in his arms. | 
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- Whilſt in this manner they were expreſſing the 
—_—_ ardency of their affections to each other, the good 
— mn. che houſe came home and being told by his 
— wife that Deidamia's huſband was there, he was 
| overjoyed ;. and courteoully ſaluted Alanſon, tellin 
tim, He was ſure be was a welcome man tbere to them af 
| but eſpecially to Deidamia, who had long mourned 
þ- = his abſence. Mlanſen Kindly thanked him, and told 
be ſhould ever honour him as the refuge and 
—_— preferver of his dear lady. And after ſuch civili- 
on each fide paſſed, the good woman ſet be- 
ee him ſuch homely refreſhment as ſhe had 
epared on the table: Aan eat but lite, 
ee preſence being more to him than all the 
ies in the world; yet perceiving with what 
etre his lady had been there contented, he 
der humility, and wondered at her virtue. 
| er being ended; Alanſon was concerned for his 
be had left in che entrance of the 
RR, and would have gone back to him; bur the 
A EER. e 


r . * god 


j * * 


im he would go himſelf, becauſe he better knew 
the way, and could more eaſily find it; and ſo tak 


the man having waited at the entrance of the wood, . 
from the time that his maſter went into it, nll the. 
next morning, and hearing nothing of him, leaving 


ſolved to find him out; and having got a good way, 
_ he met the old gentleman, who was coming to him; 
his and enquiring of him for his maſter, whom he de- 


Was ſeribed, he told him he had both ſeen, and was come 
ung from him, to conduct him where he was, and that 
ap 1 he had found his lady; at this the ſervant was very 


glad, and joy fully went alon 
told old gentle man was gone for 


Sri him. After the 
the ſervant, the Count 


| * and his lady went into the woods, and there ſhe gave 
. him a particular account of all her ſorrows and-ſuf-.; = 
c 940 ferings ſince his departing from her, and the reaſon” * 
8 of her ſtaying where ſhe was, viz. The old-gentle-; 
: 5 man not daring to go out of the wood with her, he 
her being a proſeribed perſon; and to $9 without him 
5 was to endanger her own life; beſides, ſheknaw 
Poe. not how Antonio might have ordered matters, hay. 3 
bis ing the pretence of Herefy.to'lay to her charge ; and” 
4 3 that hearing nothing of him in all this time, Jhews 
Ade thought his affections might have been eſtranged” 
em her. But Aanſon aſſured her to the contraryy 


A 
—== 
- 
* 
4 


To old man would by no means let him, telling 
e 


ing his dogs along with him, he went accordingly; 


his horſes in the fields adjoining to the wood, re- bo 
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telling 4 


delliug her, he could * but Nen 
e villainy of Fronovins and Antonio, and that he 
nad turned them out of his ſervice ſoon after he came 
home from the camp. After which, the old gentle- 
man and Alanſon's ſervant, being (as before 
related) arrived at the cottage, the evening was 
c — ſpent, and ſo they all betook themfelves to 


The next morning, Alanſen was preparing for 
his return home: bur before the wn 3 
landlord would need have them ſtay and dine. aud 

in diſcourie told him, he was once a tenant of his 

- father's; but by cruel edifts was forced not only to 
leave that farm, but his paternal inheritance; ſuf— 
fering the ſpotls and loſs of all, for the ſake of Chriſt 
and a conſcience; and in this folitary retire- 
men, had-enjoyed more true peace and ſatisfaction, 
man in all the pleaſure of his forepaſt life. The 
hon then aſked him his name? which be told 
am was De ia Mont ; upon which he preſently 
Ew and embraced him faying, That tho) himſelf 
ni perſuaſion, yet he had often pitied bis 
ö ; adding, that it was given out be! dicd in 
be pious Deidamia, from this diſcourſe, 
1 Wok an occaſion to wy; Ab! my deareſt” lerd.- you ſee 
bat” a cruel ang{mercileſs religion it is that you profeſs, 
_ md which : ' the goodneſs of Cod, I bave lately: ay 
WR. - i g arica 


parted from I 1 am not ſurprized (ſaid Alanſon) at that: 
5 which you ſay, for I was 9 6c” in Flanders that you 
me had cha 


ed your religion. I wihh to God, replied Dei 

le- damia, 1 yourſelf, my deareſt lord, was litetuiſe made - 

ore par talen of the ſame happy change. Upon this Mon. 

was De la Mont put in, and laid down ſuch weighty rea- 
to ſons for the truth of the reformed religion, and a- 


gainſt the errors of the church of Rome, that it en- 
couraged Deidamia farther to go on, and ſhew the 
viciouſneſs and debauchery of the Remiſh clerg y, 
their bloody principles and perſecuting ſpirit; 0 
that Alanſon was forced to confeſs, that what was 
alledged againft their practices was true, but as to 
their principles (abating that of perſecution) he be- 
lie ved they might be miſtaken: upon which Hei, 
mia replied, 1 am glad, my dear lord, to fund. you are - 
againſt per ſecution ; I hope then you will be willing LH 
enjoy the liberty of my conſcience, the only buppineſs T have. 
enjoyed in this ſolitary retirement; and that you will never. 
go about to compel me to go to maſs, woich 1 would rathers 1 
die than do. To this Alanſon replied, that le 
Such bigat as to think that theſe that ſincerely if )? 
God, according to the beſt their under/{duditg,. ax Be 
was ſure Deidamia did) might not be accepted he 
him, thoagh of an opinion diffacent from himeß 
and as to compel her to go to mats, if agu 
he could not perſuade her to it, hc, fe promis 
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led he never would uſe any other menge 
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Add deing now ready to depart, Manſon offered 
£2 Mont fre of gold for their kindneſs to his 
ldy;>while ſhe had been with them, which he abſo- 
rely Tefufed, faying, her converſation had been ſo 
agreeable, that they were the perſons who had: been 
—_— obliged. So that Les being taken, and Za Mont 
ing chat God would go along with them, and 
mee their way proſperous, they parted, and com- 
ing out of the wood, the ſervant readily found the 
—_—_— hors ; and Dridamai getting up behind her lord, 
mꝛey made the beſt of thei way towards MAlanſon's 
_—_ houſe ; where they were received with the rejoic- 
ing of their a:quaintance, and much more of her 
Peareots, to whom in chop 4 or two they made aviſit, 
Dedamia being received by them as one riſen from 
the-dead. ' And the Pory of their great Troubles 
ig allrelated to them theycould not but admire 
_—_—_ he goodneſs of God, in preſerving her, and won- 
cr at the monſtrous wickedneſs of Pronovius and 
wo, upon their hearing of the confeffion 
Toft dying criminal, had withdrawn themſelves 
deer former reſidences. And Antonio (the 
4 e eſeape deſerved puniſhment for his luſtful 
bps De:damia's chaftity) went privately 
e oe Nein, and told him that Count 
ae lady was deprayed with hereſy, in which 
dee moch -countenanced by her lord, that 
SF, for endeavouring to reclaim her, was turn- 
out of the family, and cut off from all intereſt : : 
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. Ivit; and therefore a IP to beg his protec; 
tion againſt ſo powerful an verſary, ſince What: 
hae had done, was only out of zeal to promote the- 
catholick religion. The bilhop received him into 
his protection, and writ a ſharp letter to the Count 
about it ; who having en it, believed it was 
done by the inſtigation of Antonio, whom he heard 
ha had entertained ; and being troubled that ſo | 
great a villain ſhould find any countenance from 
the biſhop, he writ- back again to know. the names - 
of thoſe that had ſo T informed him againſt 
his Lady; but che bi ould not gratify him ſo 
far in his deſires. This made. the Count return 
him a ſecond letter, written in a more angry ſtile, 
declaring, that if he couli tot haue Juſtice from bim, i- 
tmg himſcif ſhould be atquainted with it, and by him be: 
uou(d ſeek redreſs. This lanettled-the biſhop, that he 
ſent examiners to his lady to interrogate her about 
har religion, of which the Count having ſome int: 
mation, {ent ber ta her harents, ho were'extreame vi 
ly-troubled at theſe ſre lh misfortunes, and might] 1 F 
dandalieed at the villainy of Ati, add uke bien! by 
Mop's protecting him from juſt ice; ren thereupoun 
Very cold in the profefſion af 'the 
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waich fo furioufly perſecutęd io nocencę and virtue. ul 
and countenance. the gteateſt Weked this the: 
pwus Di damia iſely iniproved, and ts effect uallx 

wrought with them, by her Warm and acalous ern 
tourſcs,. that th o che. operation of: Gat 


3 © 2... 


s hal 
Vt 
9 » x N | | 
Rs 
2 3 ; 
* 3 * * > 2 * . * | 
40 PE” A off 18 a * 
de * oo. *% < . ) 
1 28 


+ 1 
1 7 [ f 
4 * * 4 
8 * 4 
p fy * p 
7 .- Min a wild 


- v . * 

« n 
* 

5 S 4x32 


"x 5 - g 
— — 
— ot 


7” 


* ( 82 ) : 
= afiſting her, they vere both brought over to the 
embraeing of the truth. "roy 


The biſhop's examiners, being diſappointed, re- 
Turned back without their errand ; upon which the 
- ſhop threatened to excommunicate both Alanſan 
and his family; and was ſoon after as good as his 
word.” Upon this Manſon poſts away to the king, 
who was then at Marley, where he complained of the 
injury done him by the biſhop of Rheims, both in 
excommunicating him, and protecting a villainous 
criminal from juſtice. But it ſeems the biſhop had 
been before hand with him, and made his complaint 
firſt, For the King received him very coldly, and 
told him, the biſhop of Rhiems was a good man, and 
he left his buſineſs wholly to him. On which Alan- 
en returned home much diſcontented, and found 
Mat in his abſence freſh ſearch had been made in 
mts houſe for his lady, though without ſucceſs, Then 
he went to the biſhop himſelf, and boldly charged 
mim with entertaining a wicked perſon, to the pre- 


| 1 L ie of his honour; telling him who he was, and 


declared his crimes, defiring he might be brought 
forth; and his lady ſhould appear. But the biſhop | 
wis, and telling him, his lady was accuſed 
and he of countenancing it; the Count 
or holy anger, told him, that religion could 
e God, which encouraged villainy, and 
the destruction of them that were ve, 
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| ; At this the biſhop Ame, 250 told him, That he. 


ſhould be anſwered in anothor manner. And ſoon aftery 


he had ſecret notice from court, that upon a freſh” 


complaint of the biſhop's, both he and his lady 
were proſcribed as Hugonots ; and that notwithſtand- 
ing his friends interceſſion, and his own former 


merits, his places were taken away, and his eſtate 


ordered to be ſeized, as a terror to others.” Alanſon, 
finding himſelf unable to withſtand this ſtorm, pack- 
ed up the richeſt of his effects, and privately ſent 
them to his wife's father, where ſhe was all this 
while concealed, ' and then followed after himſelf; 
Where, having declared the great injuſtiee he had 
met withal, contrary to all religion, honour, ho- 
neſty, and conſcience, he then told his relations he 
was reſolved by God's help to embrace that religion 
for which be had been a ſufferer before he Was 
profeſſor: for that religion could not be of God; 
that did ſo evidently ſet up the kingdom of the des 


vil. At which they all rejoiced, and Deidamm as 
eſpecially ;- who paſſionately embracing him, ſaid.” 


de her father and mother were of the t 
with him.” At which Aanſon was the more ens 


couraged, But leſt their adverſaries:ſhauld comer = 


thither to ſearch for them, they withdrew 


ſmall village and lived obſcurely, . whiſe 
could hear of a convenient veſſel to; tranſports 


berty. „„ 
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into a country where they might enjoy mot 
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Von have before heard how Bernard the gardenty © 


was ſold to a maſter of a ſhip belonging to one - 
the French plantations in the Y/eft-Indies; before we 


| ; conclude, we will briefly ſhew how. God's provi- 
_—_ dence watched over him for good alſo. -In his voy» 
—_— ape xt ſcathcy met with ſo-cxtraordinary a ftorm, 
mat all expected preſent death, but Prrnard was very 
e, putting up his fervent prayer to almighty 
RT vod, which was followed by a very great ſerenit 
_ ndcalmneſs. This made the maſter have a reſpe\ 
er him, and oftentimes diſcouried with him, his 
_ :bhaviour being always ſober, and his diſcourſe fa- 
-voury. The l his voyage, ſold 
*Bernard for a flave, und having ſtaid there about 
two months, returned _ to Hance, but the diſ- 
courſes and behaviour o 
un impreſſion on his mind, that he was greatly trou- 
bled for having told him, infomuch that he could 
motreft, until he had taken a ſolemn reſolution, the 
voyage he made, to bring him back; and ac- 
zcordingly the next Year making another voyage thi- 


Bernard had made ſo deep 


de made it his buſineſs to-enquire after him, 
ad baving found him, aſk'd if he was willing to 


_ 
——e his lberty, and return to his own country? 


Sad rephed, he never was in love with flavery.; 


Bs contented under it whilſt God's providence 


bes bu if he might have his Liberty, be 


Would chu it ragber. Wherevpon the maſter paid 


om, ach him back to France; nor 
e r | . | 
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Was he a loſer by it; for as a 
kindneſs, it pleaſed God to make Bernard an in ſtru- 
ment to open his eyes, and bring him to the acknows 
Jledgement of che truth. Bernard being. again got 


into his own country, made it his whole buſineſs to 


enquire after the welfare of Hlanſen's family, and 
being told of the ſufferings that had lately befallen 
them, he was extreamly grieved, though at the ſame 


time he could not but rejoice that they tuffered in ſo 


good a cauſe, And ipeaking of them to his old 
chriſtian friends; he was told by one of them, that 
both the Count and his lady lived obtcyrely and in 


_ diſguiſe in the neighbouring village, and chat if he 


had a mind to fee them, be would give hun a note 
to thegentleman of the houſe, upon which heſhould 
have admittance to them; or otherwrie they wong 
not be ſpoken with by an 


went to the houſc, and delivered the gentlewan'thg 


note; the purport of which was this, at br had? 
known the bearer: many years for a fattaful friend and: brow 


ther, and that he had keen formerly a feryant Mal, Gas 


be might 
gentleman deſired him t0.come in, and Jens ene 
of his ſervants to en chere nia Obe 
below defired to ſpeak with her; upgß 


Ly ſurpr 


to ice Bernard, gl” | 
. het 
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pence for his 


one. Bernard. gladly; 
accepted of his friend's kindneſs,' aud ftratphrway 
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Alanſon's, and bad a: gregt #+/114 z Jee-b43 dady, Anne 
ſefely let him. du. Lp teading.thisoto hen 


nard was preſently called up; Deidaniia wan 
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Z=derful works to the children of men. And after- 
wards conſulted how to procure a veſſel to convey 
them out of danger. Bernard gave them an account, 
that the maſter of the veſſel which brought him to 
France, was alſo converted; and that now his veſſel 
lay ready to fail for Denmark, and he was ſure he 
Ewould be glad to ſerve them. To this they all a- 
1 ed; and thereupon Bernard went immediately to 
mc maſter of the ſhip, who readily conſents to 
chem, and ordered their goods to be brought 
preſently, and themſelves to come aboard at mid- 
z at which time Bernard conducted them to 
, and then aboard with them in quality of 
erregt; and went ſoon after, the wind ſerving, 
ey det ſail for Denmark; where being arrived, and 
ing a few days, they hired a Dutch veſſel to 
ny them to Roterdam, and from thence they went 
boat to ect, which being a pleaſant place, 
good air, they reſolved to ſettle there. 


WT bus, Onur teous Reader, thou haſt had r 
ess of the mercy and , " 
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( 89 A 
God to that noble bu, bw ich is the ſubject of 


f- \ this narrative: and he that reads it throughout 
ch ſeriouſly, will find cauſe to make the ſame Obſerva» 
1g tion that David did of old, mark the perfect man, 
to and behold the upright; for the end of that man is 
all peace,” which the Avpoftle St. James farther exem=- 
n- - Plifies in his epiſtle, *You have heard of the pati- 
r- ence of Job, and have ſeen the end of the lord, ho- 
ey he is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.” Hete 
nt, 840 have ſeen the great diſtreſs of Deidamia, and 
to ere you have ſeen the goodneſs of God in her de- 
Tel liverance. Here you have ſcen the Count Hanns 
he rifled of all his eſtate and poſſeſſions; and here yau 8 
a- have ſeen how God has graciouſly made it up, in 
to giviag him that faith which is far more precious than 
ho the gold which periſheth, 2 _ 
ght - 3 4 
1d- But I cannot conclude without giving you: g 
to account of the Judgment of God upon Fm, 
of and Antonio, that others may fear and give gie 
ing, to God. She ; * . 7: 
and | 1 7 3 
to _ Fronovius, after the ſeizure of Alan/on's eter © 
rent and his departure into Holland, returned into than 
ace, parts, but finding himſelf hated by all en er 
Go villainy, he retired into Normandy, where ili 
wh his landlord's daughter to yield this luſt, aan_ 
2 refuſing it, he took an opportunity,” to ravi {han 2 
5 — for which he was hang d without the gates of RRR_ 
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| A brief Account of the preſent Per- 
1 ſecutions of the French Proteſtants. 


HE reſtleſs malice of the great enem 
of mankind, againſt che church "6x; 
Gods, has been rafficiently manifeſted in 
all ages of che world; and began 0'exert- 
itſelf firſt of all in Cain, who killed his 
brother Abel, becauſe his own: deeds wer jg 1 
wicked, and his brother s righteous, as the 7 
holy ſcripture informs us: And it ha 
been his frequent practice, When be could 
not withdraw the people of God from the” 
Profeſſion of the truth by che bait 
4 netze, to xaiſe a flood f 
brig. - $50: IF 3 becher 


92 ) 
n againſt them, by that means to 


exurpate-them, if it were poſſible, out of 
the earth. Of which no people in Europe 
has in this age had more fatal experience 
than the poor proteſtants in France, who 
have been ſo barbaroully uſed by the blood- 
thirſty papiſts there, that a true account 
of their ſufferings will appear to the next 
age rather like romantick fictions, than as 
indeed they are) realities. And there are 
90s things in it that appear alike admir- 
. | able; and they are, the barbarous rage 
=_ and cruelty of the perſecutors, and the 
Invincible courage and conſtancy of the 
poor ſufferers, 1 are ſo mightily ſup- 
aby the divine grace, that they not 
enb-trivmph over all their tortures, but 
mer joyfully the loſs of all, as knowing 
e have in heaven a better and a 
| Bore enduring ſubſtance ------ But I will 
; i. recite 3 lome, InFapces of their ſuf- 


© Some 
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Some chey condemn to the rallies whet® 
they ate coupled commonly with the vilelt 
miſcreants, condemned thither for the 
moſt flagitious crimes, whoſe fearful oaths 


andexecrations are continually wounding 
of their pious ears: there are generally 
five of them placed upon every form, fe,“ 
ter d with a heavy chain of about ten or 
twelve foot long: they ſhave their heads; 
from time to time, to ſhew they are flaves, 
and are not allowed to wear their hats or 


perriwigs: They have only beans ang 
nothing elſe for their food with about 
fourteen ounces of coarſe bread a Jay, 


and no wine at all. They are devoured 


in winter by lice, and in the ſummer by 


bugs and fleas, and forced to lie upon one 


another, as hogs in a ſty; and. every day 4 | 7 


threatned; and tormented by friats: and 1 
prieſts, who not being able to convince 
them by reaſon, think to do it by ſeverity. | 


Comme are put in priſon, and kept l_ 


no 


ons and holes, full of mire 
I e without any bed, or ſo much as 
ble upon, and not ſuffered to haye 
bea glimmering of the fun, or the 
= light of a. candle ; and allowed ſo ſmall. 
quantity of victuals, as is hardly ſuffi- 
eat tokcep chem alive. In this miſer- 
able caſe, without any pity, o em, ſome. 
} have been kept above a year together. One 
being viſited after twelve- months 
pioament in this manner, by one 
called a.diceQor of conſcience, jul as hey; 
1 Were. going to bring him his ſmall . allow-- f 
"| ance, he could not forbear crying out, as 
=_ {oon.as he ſaw him, lord, in what a con- 8 
dion arc you, ſis! to which the poor ſuf- 
e with a chriſtian fortiiude. 
be cauſe he ſuffered for, could 
ee the ſecret pleaſure myheart cx- 
vou would think me too happy 
* old him, che greatelt ſufferings 
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this the poor priſoner rephy d. * granted 3 
itt; but that was his caſe; the Holy*Ghan 4 


fo ſealed it to his heart, that the verythoughts*7 
 therof ſupported him in the midſt of AH his 
afflictions: this perſon has thro God $pro- 
vidence been ſince delivered; and has d- 
clared, that the conſalation that God © a. 
out of his infinite love afforded to him | 
were fo great, that he liule regarded 
the miſeries he was reduced to, tho hem 
continued in that lamentable cond ß 
about two and twenty Months, -without 5 
changing his cloaths, till hisbeard Wag 
grown as long as the hair of his head an 
his face as pale as a plaiſtered wall; he'de- 
clared. allo, that when he Was delivers the 
number of thoſe chained to the gallies 1 
the fake of religion, wasabout three hun 
and ſeventy whoglorifiedGodin their tuller-. - . 
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